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Revelation 16 Series, Study #11 by Chris McCann, originally aired December 3, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #11 of Revelation, chapter 16, and we are continuing to read Revelation 16:10:

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 

In our last study we saw that Satan was given the name of the beast and he was given a “seat” or 
“throne” over the nations of the world as well as the corporate churches of the world; it is both 
the churches and the nations during the time of the Great Tribulation.

If we look up the word “kingdom,” in the New Testament it most  often refers to the “kingdom of 
heaven” or the “kingdom of God.”  It  is normally  used to identify with God’s kingdom, but there 
are a couple of places where the word “kingdom” or “kingdoms” speaks of Satan and his 
kingdom.

When the Lord Jesus Christ is being tempted in the wilderness, it says in Luke 4:5-6:

And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the 
glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 

What is being said here is that Satan, the devil, is showing the Lord Jesus Christ the kingdoms of 
the world and he is saying, “If you bow down and serve me, I will give you all of these nations, 
for they  have been delivered to me.”  Therefore, it was within his power to give them.  Of course, 
it is an evil thing to want Christ, who is Eternal God, to bow down to a fallen and rebellious 
creature.  But he is correct when he said that the nations and kingdoms of the world had been 
given to him due to the “right of conquest” in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God.  They believed the lie of Satan and, in doing so they served Satan through the 
lie, rather than serving God through the truth.  Since that time, mankind has been a servant to sin 
and to Satan and that is why he ruled over the kingdoms of the world.

In the Old Testament, we read of Babylon and God often singles out Babylon as a type and figure 
of Satan’s kingdom.  Satan is typified as the king and Babylon is typified as the kingdom he rules 
over.  We read in Isaiah 47:1:

Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: *there is* no 
throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. 

Then it says in Isaiah 47:5:

Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more 
be called, The lady of kingdoms. 



The Chaldeans are the Babylonians.  Of course, we see the relationship between this statement, 
“Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness,” and what it says in Revelation 16:10: “his kingdom 
was full of darkness.”  Here, God is speaking of Babylon as it pictures Satan’s rule over all the 
nations.  And we can prove that because of what it  says at the end of verse 5, speaking of the 
Chaldeans: “for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms.”  The Hebrew word that is 
translated as “lady” is translated as “lady” only two times, but it  is translated as “mistress” seven 
times.  Babylon is the “mistress of kingdoms,” and a mistress is a woman that rules over her 
maidens.  For instance, Sarai was a mistress over Hagar, the Egyptian maid.  God also uses this 
word in Psalm 123:2:

Behold, as the eyes of servants *look* unto the hand of their masters, *and* as the eyes of a 
maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes *wait* upon JEHOVAH our God, until that he 
have mercy upon us. 

As we understand “as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters,” so we can 
understand “as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress.”  It is the very  same thing, 
only in a feminine sense.  It is speaking of the woman.  Like Sarai, who was mistress over her 
household, she had maidens that did her service; they did what Sarai wanted them to do.  

This is how it was with Babylon over the kingdoms – she was the “mistress of kingdoms.”  The 
kingdoms looked unto Babylon for their leadership and direction and Satan, the king of Babylon, 
ruled over all the kingdoms of the world, just as Satan had said in Luke, chapter 4, when he said 
the kingdoms of this world had been delivered unto him.

In Matthew, chapter 12, we read some pertinent things regarding Satan and his kingdom.  It says 
in Matthew 12:25-26:

And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: And if Satan 
cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 

We know that at the time of the cross, the Lord Jesus Christ bound the strong man and plundered 
his house or his kingdom.  That had to do with the Gospel saving individuals that had been in 
bondage to sin and to Satan; they had been captive in the spiritual dungeon of Satan’s kingdom 
and the Word of God delivered these elect souls and translated them out of the darkness and into 
the kingdom of God’s dear son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  That was the work of God through 
salvation, as He plundered the house of Satan until the last person to become saved had become 
saved and this was accomplished by May 21, 2011.  Then God ended His salvation program.  
The evangelization of the earth was complete and the completion of God’s salvation program is 
what finally brought to pass the judgment on Satan and his kingdom.  

The final judgment of this world began on May 21, 2011, after God had saved the last of His 
elect.  And that is not a coincidence; God worked it out that way.  He completed the salvation of 
all of those to be saved and then God turned His attention to Satan and to the unsaved people that 
inhabit Satan’s kingdom of this world.  God poured out the vial of the wrath on the “seat of the 
beast,” Satan’s throne, and his kingdom was full of darkness.  May  21, 2011 was the end of the 



Great Tribulation period, the end of the 23 years that God was judging the churches.  Then there 
was the transition on that date from judgment on the churches to judgment on the world and God 
says of that transition, in Matthew 24:29:

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: 

This brought darkness to the kingdom of Satan.  You may be asking, “Well, was not Satan’s 
kingdom always full of darkness?”  Well, yes, Satan never had salvation and the unsaved do not 
have salvation, so they dwell in darkness, but God had a salvation program of sending forth the 
Gospel into nations that were in darkness.  Remember, God first brought spiritual darkness to the 
churches and congregations through the rule of Satan in the churches and all the congregations in 
the world “went dark” during the entire period of the Great Tribulation; there was no light in 
them and no one was being saved.  After 2,300 evening mornings into the Great Tribulation, the 
Lord initiated His plan to stretch forth His hand a second time to evangelize the earth; it was a 
second pouring out of the Holy Spirit during the Latter Rain, as God sent forth His Word to save 
(outside of the churches and congregations) throughout the nations of the world.  He saved a 
great multitude from every tribe, tongue, people and nation.  Tens of millions of people were 
saved all over the earth.  The only  condition was that salvation had to have taken place outside of 
the corporate church.  Church members and those within the churches and congregations in the 
entire world were not being saved, but outside there was a bountiful salvation taking place as the 
Lord sent  forth His Word to cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.  There was much light in 
the world at that  time.  It was not a light of Satan or of his kingdom, but it was God shining the 
light of His Word into the dark places of this earth and into the nations of the world.  Wherever 
God’s Word came there was light because it was still the “day  of salvation.”  God was brilliantly 
shining the Gospel light and it would shine into the hearts of those individuals that God has 
predetermined to save before the foundation of the world and they were saved.

Once God found that last lost sheep of the house of Israel (the last one whose name was written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life) and saved that  person, then God ended His glorious salvation 
program; the rain stopped falling; the light of the sun stopped shining; the light  of the moon (the 
Law of God, the Bible) stopped giving her light; and the light of the stars (the true believers that 
carried the Gospel into the world) stopped shining the light as well, because their lights were 
dependent upon God.  All the light of the Gospel that had come forth from God’s holy Word 
ceased to shine and the light went out.  In numerous places in the Bible, God emphasizes this 
truth.  It is a tragic truth, but it is the truth.  It says in Revelation 6:12-14:

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. 

God said “the heavens departed as a scroll” because the scroll is the Bible and it was the 
“unfolding” of the Bible, the written Word of God, that established the lights within the spiritual 
heaven in a figurative way.  And when God rolls up that scroll, the lights go out.  



In Revelation 9, a chapter dealing with Judgment Day, God says in Revelation 9:2:

And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great 
furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 

Again, it  is a picture of Judgment Day and a darkened sun.  The smoke of the pit (a picture of 
hell and death) rose to the earth so that the earth took upon itself the condition that had been 
previously  contained in the pit, which means the earth has entered into the condition of “hell.”  
That is a condition of “darkness” and “smoke,” because smoke relates to the wrath of God and 
the world is under the wrath of God.

I am going to read a few verses in Isaiah, chapter 13, but there are many more verses that could 
be added.  It says in Isaiah 13:9-11:

Behold, the day of JEHOVAH cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land 
desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and the 
constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and 
the moon shall not cause her light to shine. And I will punish the world for *their* evil, and the 
wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low 
the haughtiness of the terrible.

It says in Joel, chapter 2, we read similar language.  It says in Joel 2:9-10:

They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the 
houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. The earth shall quake before them; the 
heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining: 

It says in Joel 3:12-15:

Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to 
judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you 
down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness *is* great. Multitudes, 
multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of JEHOVAH *is* near in the valley of decision. 
The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 

We are also not surprised that God says a similar thing in Zephaniah 1:14-15:

The great day of JEHOVAH *is* near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, *even* the voice of the day 
of JEHOVAH: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day *is* a day of wrath, a day of 
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day 
of clouds and thick darkness, 

Judgment Day is a time of “darkness” and, yet, God tells us a couple of other significant and 
important things about this darkness in the Gospel accounts.  For instance, it says in Mark 
13:24-25:



But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 

The significant statement is that it speaks of days (plural) in which the sun is dark, the moon is 
not giving her light, and so forth.  And that means that “time” continues after the Tribulation, 
despite all the Scriptures we just  read about the sun being dark, the moon not giving her light and 
the stars falling and, yet, the Bible insists that time continues for a period of “days” after the 
Tribulation.  Here, it  is not specific concerning the number of days it  will continue and in 
Ecclesiastes, chapter 12, it speaks of “evil years” in which the sun is dark, so that also gives us 
some evidence to go on.  And we have learned that the very likely duration of Judgment Day  and 
the spiritual darkness that has overtaken the world after the Tribulation (which ended on May 21, 
2011) is 1,600 days.  This works out to four years, four months and 16 days.  

By the way, notice all the “fours” that are contained in the number “1,600,” as well as the fact 
that the number “1,600” is “40 x 40,” or  doubled to be “4 x 10 x 4 x 10.”  It is the number of 
testing, with the number “4” representing universality and the number “10” representing 
completeness; then it can be “doubled” to “4 x 10 x 4 x 10.”  Regarding the four years, four 
months and 16 days, the “four years” points to the furthest extent of the judgment; the “four 
months” re-emphasize this fact; and 16 days is “4 x 4.”  This is about as strong an emphasis as 
you could place upon a number, with “four” being the furthest extent of the judgment of the 
wrath of God.  The blood flows out of the winepress by the space of 1,600 furlongs and then it 
ceases to flow.  It flows for as far and as long as it could to the furthest extent of the “life” that is 
extended to the wicked during the time of God’s wrath upon them.  So this would be the period 
of time after that Tribulation and it is a time of “darkness.”

The other verse that speaks of “darkness” is in Luke, chapter 21.  In Matthew 24:29 and Mark 
13:24, God just speaks of the sun being darkened, but in Luke, chapter 21, God tells us 
something else.  It says in Luke 21:25:

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 

The additional and helpful information God gives us is the word “signs.”  It is not an actual, 
literal destruction of the sun, moon or stars.  After all, if the sun was literally  darkened and the 
stars fell to the earth (as it says in Revelation 6), then the earth could not continue for even an 
hour, let alone continue for days; life could not continue to exist if these things were to happen 
literally.  But the Bible says there will be “days” in which these things are happening and this is 
how these things can be: it is because they are “signs” in the sun, moon and stars.  It  is the 
“scroll” of the Bible that unveils and lays out the spiritual heavens, as represented by these 
celestial bodies, that enlightened the world in the day of salvation; and it  is when the Bible is 
rolled up as a scroll that darkens them.  The “signs” are found in the Word of God, the Bible, and 
that is the only  legitimate and acceptable place to look for a sign, according to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The “sign of the prophet Jonas” can only de discerned in the Bible.  That is where you 
can read about Jonah.  It is not by  looking out into the physical heavens and, therefore, God is 
indicating it is a “spiritual judgment.”  



It is “spiritual darkness” that will overtake the world and that is the “darkness” that has now been 
brought to pass upon the kingdom of the beast  – it is full of darkness.  God has removed the light 
of His Word, the light of the Gospel.  There is no more salvation.  Therefore, there is darkness in 
all the earth during the Day of Judgment, in this time period after that Tribulation.

Revelation 16 Series, Study #12 by Chris McCann, originally aired December 4, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #12 of Revelation, chapter 16, and we are going to read Revelation 16:10-11:

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because 
of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 

In our last study  we saw how Satan, who is called the beast  here, had his kingdom of the nations 
of this world and they became full of darkness.  God had been saving the great  multitude outside 
of the churches among the nations of the world and, therefore, the light of the Gospel had been 
shining brilliantly and, actually, it had been shining as never before in history.  The message of 
the Bible regarding the appointed Day of Judgment was broadcast into all the earth and God used 
that message to save all He still had to save – this brought about a great spiritual shining of the 
Gospel.  But God completed His salvation program, which coincided with the end of the Great 
Tribulation and the end of the Latter Rain, on May 21, 2011, the day of transition from judgment 
on the churches to judgment on the entire world and then Satan’s kingdom was “full of 
darkness.”  It had already been spiritually dark within the churches and congregations for 23 
years, as God had moved His salvation program outside of the churches and into the world.  But 
on May 21, 2011, spiritual darkness overtook the entire earth and this brought  about an intensely 
dark spiritual condition across the entire world. Mankind in his sins had always been in darkness 
and the churches had been in darkness throughout the  23 years of the Great Tribulation period, 
but there had been that unprecedented outpouring of the Holy Spirit  during the period of the 
Latter Rain (or Second Jubilee period), as God brought the Gospel light to the world.  But then 
the entire world went dark – there was no more light of the Gospel to shine into the dark hearts 
of men.  God had completed His salvation program and that is why the kingdom of the beast was 
full of darkness.

Then it goes on to say at Revelation 16:10:

… and they gnawed their tongues for pain,

This Greek word that is translated as “gnawed” is only used here in the New Testament.  There is 
a word in the Old Testament that speaks of “gnawing” the bones and it has the idea of chewing 
on the bones, like a dog would gnaw on a bone.  That could be the idea here and it probably is, 
but we cannot find help through this word having been used somewhere else.  It as though they 
are chewing on their own tongues “for” pain.   It is the Greek word “ek” that is translated as 
“for,” and that word normally  means “out of,” so the better translation would be, “they gnawed 
their tongues out of pain.”  It was a result of the pain or because of the pain.  It actually says, in 
verse 11: “And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains.”  It is the same Greek 
word, only it is plural in this verse.



What does it mean that “they gnawed their tongues for pain”?  We know the Bible tells us that 
the “tongue is a little member,” and it is through the tongue that men would speak and teach.  For 
instance, it says in James 3:2-6:

For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same *is* a perfect man, 
*and* able also to bridle the whole body. Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they 
may obey us; and we turn about their whole body. Behold also the ships, which though *they be* 
so great, and *are* driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 
whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue *is* a fire, a world of 
iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire 
the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 

The tongue “is set on fire of hell.”  I do not know if we can fully  understand this, but God is 
saying that the tongue is a little member of the body and it like a helm of the ship in that  you 
move the little helm and that enormous ship follows the movement of the helm.  

Likewise, our bodies, which are much bigger than our tongues, follow the course that our 
tongues say.  If you have ever said something and gotten yourself into trouble, you know exactly 
what I mean.  Now, spiritually, pastors, preachers, teachers, elders and deacons speak and teach 
the Gospel and they teach doctrine; through their tongues or through their words, the course of 
their churches are set  or the course of a theology or the course of a doctrine is set.  If the doctrine 
is off course and goes astray, it  can lead people to “hell” and that is why the Bible says: “And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.”

It is interesting what we find in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16.  The rich 
man is in “hell” and in “torment.”  Again, “hell” identifies with death and the grave.  It  is 
speaking of the rich man being dead, as there is no place called “Hell,” but this is a parable that 
is teaching of the condition of “hell,” so this man has conscious existence while he is 
experiencing the condition of “death and hell.”  We have learned that  when God shut the door of 
heaven, put out the light of the Gospel and made this world dark, the world entered into the 
condition of “hell,” so we can learn some principals from the rich man that do apply to our 
present time when unsaved mankind were killed, for all intents and purposes, once the door of 
heaven was shut; all the unsaved people of the earth had their eternal destiny sealed and if they 
were unsaved, they would remain unsaved.

It says in Luke 16:23-24:

And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

His tongue has been “set on fire,” in a sense.  He is experiencing the wrath of God and his tongue 
desires some cool water because the flame is afflicting him.  I do not know all we can gather 
from this, but, of course, the cool water would be the Gospel, especially regarding salvation, 



because he is in a place of torment and if only there could be the slightest bit of “good news” or a 
“drop” of Gospel water.  The last approximately 17 years of the Great Tribulation, God sent the 
Gospel of the Latter Rain to cover the earth as the waters covered the sea.  The Gospel was 
plentiful and bountiful.  The Gospel was everywhere – on bill boards, on buses and on t-shirts.  
You turned the corner and someone else was trying to hand you a tract.  It was on radio and 
internet and it was broadcast to all the earth.  It was God’s warning to mankind, a warning 
coming from His Word, the Bible, that the time was short and the appointed Day of Judgment 
was at hand.  The message implied was to seek the Lord while He could be found.

Yet, all that water dried up.  The oceans of Gospel water are gone.  Now you cannot find a river, 
a stream, a pond or even a drop of water that will give the slightest hope or the slightest 
possibility of salvation for an unsaved person.  At this time, in the Day of Judgment, after the 
door is shut and the light of the Gospel has been put out, the Bible offers no hope of any kind.  
Even in this passage, God says there is a “great gulf fixed” between those that are in “hell” or the 
“grave” (the spiritually dead) and those that are in Abraham’s bosom (the spiritually alive).  And 
even if Lazarus, the elect, wanted to pass that gulf and bring a drop of water to those in the 
flames they cannot.  There is no ability  for anyone to do this and that is the answer that Abraham 
gives him.  It  is a negative response.  He cannot have even a drop of water, just as it is for those 
that knock on the door once the master of the house has risen up  and shut to the door.  They say, 
“Lord, Lord, open to us!”  It is a negative response: “I know you not whence ye are; depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity.”  There is no opening of the door.   There is no giving of the water 
of the Word of God with the slightest possibility  of salvation – there is not a drop of water that 
can be given to anyone in his sins so that the person could think, “Maybe today  God might save 
me.”  

This is the awful situation the rich man finds himself in.  The water would cool the rich man’s 
tongue.  I think we can understand to some degree that he would want that kind of hope to share 
with others; he would speak that Word if there were a possibility  of salvation, but  his tongue is 
not cooled or refreshed in any way.  The torment continues because it is impossible at this point 
to have any hope of salvation.  The day of salvation has ended.

Let us go back to Revelation 16:10, where it says at  the end of the verse, “And they gnawed their 
tongues for pain.”  The Greek word translated as “pain” is “ponos.”  It appears three times in the 
New Testament and we read it here twice, in verse 10 and in verse 11: “And blasphemed the God 
of heaven because of their pains.”  The only other time it is found is Revelation 21:4:

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

So “pain” is joined together here with “tears” and “death” and “sorrow” and “crying.”  And these 
are all grievous and sorrowful things and they are all the result of sin and its effects and 
consequences.  Through the breaking of the Law of God, death entered into the world and with 
death there is sorrow, tears, crying and pain.  Pain goes hand-in-hand with sin and sin with death.  
These are the evil consequences of sin.  When we look at the world it is exactly what we see.  
You can look anywhere you want in any place in this world and you will these things – you will 
see tears and crying and death and sorrow and pain in people.  It does not  matter if they are rich 



or poor or young or old.  Everyone, to some degree, will eventually experience those things.  No 
one escapes the effects of sin.  

The interesting thing about this word “ponos” is that  while it is only found three times, it  does 
seem to have some related words.  This is one time when Strong’s Concordance was helpful in 
some ways, but not helpful in its definition because it actually pointed to another word, but  when 
we look at how the Greek word is spelled, we can see there is a close relationship.  The word 
“ponos” is Strong’s #4192 and it is related to #4189 (poneria), #4190 (poneros) and #4191
(poneroteros).  Our word translated as “pain” is #4192 (ponos), so they share the first three 
letters of the word, but with different endings. The word #4191 (poneroteros) is translated as 
“bad,” “evil,” “harm,” “wicked,” and so forth.  The word #4189 (poneria) is translated as 
“iniquity” and “wickedness.”  The word #4191(poneroteros) is translated as “more wicked.”  So 
those three words have a central theme of wickedness, evil and harm and our word “ponos” 
seems to be related and, actually, one of these words (I think it is #4191) says it  is derived from 
“ponos.”  We know that “ponos” means “pain” and, of course, we can see the connection because 
through sin there is “evil,” and “wickedness” and “pain.”  It  is normally sin that brings pain.  
When someone goes contrary to the Law of God, it is almost inevitable that  they will experience 
“pain,” as a result.  For example, there is obvious sin, like being a drunkard, and in this sin of 
drunkenness he is going against the Law of God.  He should be sober, but in his sin he does 
harm.  He injures himself, physically.  He could get  into a car accident, which would bring pain 
to him and to others.  He could create trouble at home with his wife and family and he could lose 
his job, and so forth.  It brings pain and more pain and more pain.   Sin and pain go together.  If 
someone robs a store, they commit sin.  When they are caught and put into jail, they will suffer 
pain.  If we are feeling pain in our lives, it is often the result  of sin.  Sometimes even the physical 
diseases that come upon us (like cancer or diabetes) may be due to the consequences of sin; it is 
why our bodies see corruption.  It  is a all related back to the fall of man and the curse God placed 
upon mankind and this creation due to man’s sin.  So “pain” is closely related to sin and, here, in 
our verse it says, “They gnawed their tongues for pain,” out of the consequences of their sins.

Today, for instance, people think they have “rights” that people never thought they had before.  
They  think they have discovered a “new morality” that none had known before, such as men 
marrying men or women marrying women.  They  also think they have a right, if they get 
pregnant, to abort the child.  But these things do not bring “good.”  They will not bring real 
happiness or peace.  It  will not bring what man might hope it will bring to them, and we can be 
sure of that, whenever a person transgresses the Law of God, no matter what Law it is, whether it 
is drinking or smoking or doing some other harm to the body, or whether it is breaking the Law 
of marriage when God says marriage is only between a man and a woman.  But it is not only 
men with men and women with women, but people also transgress the Law of God regarding 
marriage and divorce, when they  get a divorce and they remarry.  And what happens, oftentimes, 
in that second, third or fourth marriage?  There is more trouble; there is arguing and fighting, and 
so on.  How could they expect good things to come of it?  Of course, God is gracious and kind 
and often He is still forgiving; if someone is a true believer and they entered into a second 
marriage, God would have them to live faithfully  in that marriage, but  when we go contrary  to 
the Law of God these things inevitably  still bring troubles into our lives.  If we had followed the 
Law of God, the troubles would have been less.



Well, now it is the time of judgment and our verse says that mankind is gnawing their tongues 
out of pain.  They are going their own ways; they are set in their evil direction; they are going to 
do what they will do.  Their insistence upon their sinful course brings them great distress and 
pain.  There is no peace to the wicked.

Revelation 16 Series, Study #13 by Chris McCann, originally aired December 5, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #13 of Revelation, chapter 16, and we are going to be reading Revelation 
16:10-12:

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because 
of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. And the sixth angel poured out his 
vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings 
of the east might be prepared. 

In our last study we looked at the Greek word for “pain” that  was found in verse 10 and verse 11.  
Now we are going to look at the word translated as “sores.”  An open “sore” in the Bible 
indicates God’s wrath; that is, it is a “sore” that is continuous; it cannot be healed.  It is an 
indicator that one is under the wrath of God because healing of a sore would point to salvation 
and the lack of healing indicates there is no salvation.

Deuteronomy, chapter 28 is a chapter in which God speaks of the curses of disobedience from 
verse 15 to the end of the chapter and it says in Deuteronomy 28:35:

JEHOVAH shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, 
from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head. 

Notice that it  is God that is doing the smiting and it is a “sore botch than cannot be healed.”  For 
instance, it is the judgment of God when God does not save a sinner or when He brought 
judgment against the churches.  Corporately, the church was smitten and it was as if the 
individuals within had these “sores” upon them and, yet, there was no healing – there was “no 
balm in Gilead.”  There was no medicine of the Gospel because it must be applied by the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

It says in Deuteronomy 28:59-61:

Then JEHOVAH will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, *even* great 
plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance. Moreover he 
will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave 
unto thee. Also every sickness, and every plague, which *is* not written in the book of this law, 
them will JEHOVAH bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 

The plagues and diseases and “sore” sicknesses all represent the same thing, spiritually.  
Someone suffering from them would be a picture of someone under the wrath of God.  



Remember what we read when God afflicted Job, where it says in Job 2:6:

And JEHOVAH said unto Satan, Behold, he *is* in thine hand; but save his life. So went Satan 
forth from the presence of JEHOVAH, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot 
unto his crown. 

This is similar to what we read in Deuteronomy 28, because Job is a type of Christ under the 
wrath of God.  This language of being struck with “sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his 
crown” is language that applies to anyone or any entity that is under God’s judgment, whether it 
be the Lord Jesus Christ, Israel of old or the New Testament churches.

Also, in the Old Testament in Ezekiel, chapter 14 God speaks of “sore judgments.”  It says in 
Ezekiel 14:21:

For thus saith the Lord JEHOVAH; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon 
Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from 
it man and beast? 

The “sore judgments” of God is what the word “sores” point to and in our verse it said, “and they 
gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and 
their sores.”  We saw that the word “pain” is related to wickedness and evil; sin always brings 
“pain.”  And unsaved mankind “blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains.” Their 
sins have brought ruin to them in the Day  of Judgment because they  are not saved and now they 
cannot be saved.  And they blasphemed God because of their “pains and their sores.” 

Just to remind us, the Greek word for “blasphemed” is very similar to the English translation and 
it means to “speak evil of” and we have gone over this before.  You can look up  the word 
“blaspheme,” which I think is Strong’s #987, and it means to “speak evil of,” and in our verse 
they  blasphemed God “because of their pains and their sores.”  Is this something that unsaved 
men do?  Yes, it is, whether they are the unsaved within the churches or outside the churches.  
Men have a tendency to speak evil of God and, if not directly, they  will speak evil of His 
doctrine.  We looked at this a little while ago, but let us look at it again, in 1Timothy 6:1:

Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that 
the name of God and *his* doctrine be not blasphemed. 

When we think of faithful Bible doctrines, are they spoken evil of?  For instance, what about the 
doctrine of election?  All of God’s people know that God is the one who is in complete control of 
who He saves.  It is the doctrine of election.  Do people speak evil of this?  Oh, yes, they do, and 
especially the churches.  Do people speak evil of the doctrine of the Sunday Sabbath?  They say, 
“You are trying to impose a works gospel on me by  trying to tell me to keep the Sunday 
Sabbath.”  Yes, they speak evil of the idea of keeping Sunday holy because it is the New 
Testament Sabbath day.  Do they speak evil of God’s Law concerning marriage and divorce?  
They  respond, “Oh, it is an archaic thought to say we cannot divorce if a marriage is not 
working.”  Do they speak evil of God’s Law that says marriage is to be between a man and a 
woman and not between two men or two women?  Yes, without question, men speak evil of this 
most basic truth of the Bible that  mankind had adhered to throughout history until just relatively 



recently.  Now it is evil spoken against.  They say, “You are holding back love.  You are trying to 
tear people apart when all they  want to do is love one another.”  Do you see how it can be 
mischaracterized?  Yet, it is God’s doctrine.  God is the one who said, “What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder.”  From the beginning it was a man and a woman that 
were to be joined.  It is very  clear and there is no doubt about it.  Actually, God speaks of the sin 
of homosexuality as an abomination.  God is the one that can speak evil of or condemn a thing, 
because He is God and He tells the truth.  God says witchcraft is an evil thing, but men reply, 
“There is no problem with that; it is just an alternative lifestyle to be a wizard or a warlock or a 
witch.”  With everything God commands, the world turns it around, perverts it, changes it, 
distorts it and dismisses it.  They  do whatever they  want and they do not want to have to listen to 
the Word of God.

For example, the world cannot even put up with the idea of Christmas and observing a holiday  in 
which the Lord Jesus Christ is the object of our attention, so they turn Christmas into “Santa 
Claus” and they  turn Easter into an “Easter bunny.”  Again, and again, and again, God and his 
doctrine is blasphemed and especially in this Day of Judgment, in this evil time.  The creature is 
being served and worshipped more than the Creator and the doctrine of evolution blasphemes 
and speaks evil of the true Word of God.  God tells us, “In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth,” but men respond, “Oh, it is not so.”  They  actually think the basis of being 
considered an intelligent person is to believe in such a ridiculous theory as evolution, but the 
truth is “spoken evil of,” and through all these things (and many more), God is blasphemed 
because it is His truth and His doctrine.  

Men cannot stand true doctrine and they are no longer even willing to put up a front that they 
might be standing for the truths of the Word of God, the Bible.  They are speaking evil of the 
God of heaven today when they deny that the Bible says the church age is over.  If we were to 
take a poll within any denomination today about the doctrine of the end of the church age, you 
would hear that doctrine be “evil spoken of.”   Or, bring up  the doctrine of the appointed Day  of 
Judgment, May 21, 2011, if you want to hear something being “evil spoken of” in both the 
churches and the world.  Or, bring up the doctrine that God “revealeth his secret unto his servants 
the prophets,” and it will be ignored or dismissed with a wave of the hand and their casual 
response will be: “No man knows.”  

There is much evil being spoken of God and His doctrine.  At this time, it is a result of God 
shutting the door to heaven.  Like no other doctrine, the teaching that God has ended His 
salvation program and is no longer saving people stirs up an angry  response.  It  stirs up  the 
anger, arrogance and pride in man: “How dare you say such a thing!”  In their understanding of 
God, God would not do such a thing.  They do not bother to check it out  and search the 
Scriptures to see if these things are so.  They know that their God would never allow the world to 
continue on without salvation and, yet, this is the God of the Bible who speaks of judging 
mankind and this is the judgment of God upon mankind.  But they will not accept these things.

It goes on to say in Revelation 16:11:

And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of 
their deeds.



This is similar to the end of verse 9 of this chapter: “and blasphemed the name of God…and they 
repented not to give him glory.”  This is the second time in just a couple of verses where God 
says, “they repented not of their deeds,” and He will say it another time later on in this chapter.  
It is an indicator of man’s sinful condition when he will not repent.

First of all, repentance is a part of salvation.  Someone who becomes saved is granted the gift of 
repentance because they have already received a “new heart” in their soul existence.  In their 
“old heart” and old nature, they were constantly  spewing forth sin and when God gave them a 
“new heart,” all that sinful activity  ceased.  The “new heart” is perfect and cannot sin, according 
to 1John and, of course, this is true.  God would not take out your old heart contaminated with 
sin and give you a new heart that was also contaminated with sin.  Would that make any sense?  
Of course, it does not.  It is a new resurrected soul and a “new heart” and a “new spirit.”  That is 
the language of the Bible and, yet, some people continue to insist, “We can still sin in our new 
heart.”  No – we cannot sin in that  new heart, if, indeed, it is a new heart.  It is pure, holy and 
without sin.  The sin we continue to do after salvation is not coming from the heart; the heart is 
not the source of the sin any longer, but it comes from the sinful physical body.  This is why the 
Apostle Paul said, “For I delight in the law of God after the inward man,” but then he added, 
“who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  The problem is the physical “body.”  We 
need the resurrection of the body, so we continue to sin through the body, but not through the 
“heart.”  God has given us a new heart and spirit and, therefore, repentance is part of the gift of 
salvation and we are now able to perfectly obey God from the heart.  

But unsaved man can no longer truly repent.  They cannot repent because God is not  granting 
anyone the “new heart.”  True repentance is not turning from an outward sin like smoking, 
drinking, doing drugs, cursing, and lying, and so on.  That is the world’s definition of 
“repentance.”  You stop doing something wrong or something unhealthy and you start doing 
something better and healthier for yourself.  The Biblical definition is that we must repent from 
the heart  and this is why God says, in Isaiah 31, that He must turn us and after we are turned, we 
have repented.  It is an act of God and part of the gift of salvation.  Today no one is being saved, 
so no one is repenting from their sins, so it says, “They repented not of their deeds.”  That is a 
true and accurate description of every unsaved individual in the world since May 21, 2011.  
There has not been even one person that has repented in a Biblical manner from their evil deeds.  

We went over Revelation 9 earlier, where the 200 million horsemen slew the “third part of men” 
which represented those in the churches when May 21, 2011 came and, in effect, killed those 
within the corporate church body.  But the Lord went on to speak of others that were not part of 
the “third part” in Revelation 9:20-21:

And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of 
their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and 
stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their 
murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. 

This is speaking of every unsaved person in the world outside of the churches.  God had just 
finished addressing the “third part” (the churches) and now He is speaking of the “rest of the men 
which were not killed by these plagues.”  Since they were outside the churches, it was possible 
that God could have saved them prior to May 21, 2011, so when we encountered a Muslim, a 



Buddhist, a Hindu, an atheist or anybody  else outside of the churches there was no guarantee 
God could not have saved them prior to shutting the door of heaven on May 21, 2011.  But there 
is a guarantee that those that stayed in the churches and congregations could not possibly have 
been saved prior to God’s shutting of the door of heaven.  And, of course, after God shut the 
door, no one could become saved, so in essence the “third part” was killed, spiritually, when God 
shut the door of heaven, but “the rest of the men” were not killed by that particular plague.  As 
the Day of Judgment, this prolonged period of time, has continued they have “repented not.”  
The unsaved of the world continue in their sins; they are not turning back.  They are not saying, 
“Let us stop shopping on Sundays and let us observe the Lord’s Day, as the world did a few 
decades ago.”  They are not going in that direction.  They are not saying, “This idea of men 
marrying men is not found in the Bible.  It is very obvious.”  That is not happening.  They are not 
repentant because God is not turning anyone and the unsaved in the world are going “full speed 
ahead” in the direction of rebellion and open disregard of the Law of God.  

And, yet, God would have them to repent – even unsaved people that are under the wrath of God.  
While they  are under the wrath of God and during the time God is punishing them (which is 
going on in our day), God would still have them to repent.  In other words, they are still 
responsible people that were created in the image of God and they have an obligation to obey 
God, even while they  are suffering His wrath.  We can know that because that was the situation 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It says in Philippians 2:5-8:

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

Christ was obedient  unto death, even the death of the cross, which was a shameful death.  Of 
course, Christ was obedient from the point of the world’s foundation when He made actual 
payment for sin; Christ was obedient when He entered into the world in 7 BC and went  to the 
cross in 33 AD to demonstrate (in a tableau) that He had already paid for sin at the world’s 
foundation.  He was obedient in the Garden of Gethsemane when He began to be in agony, 
feeling the pangs of death, and He continued to be obedient all the way to the cross and all the 
while God was punishing Him, the Lord Jesus Christ was suffering.  Remember that verse in 
Hebrews 5:8:

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 

This means that as He suffered, He continued to obediently submit Himself to the will of God 
through the suffering.  As He began to be judged, He faithfully endured the wrath of God through 
the judgment process.  And that is what  God would have mankind to do in the Day of Judgment 
– to submit to His wrath.  It is not going to save them in any way, but it is what they are called to 
do by God.

Revelation 16 Series, Study #14 by Chris McCann, originally aired December 8, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #14 of Revelation, chapter 16, and we are going to be reading Revelation 16:12:



And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

I will stop reading there.  When we look to the Bible and we find a name like the great river 
“Euphrates,” we have to search the Bible to find out if this river identifies with anyone.  For 
instance, the Nile River identifies with Egypt and the Jordan River identifies with Israel.  But 
which nations identifies with the Euphrates?  We find our answer in the Book of Jeremiah.  It 
says in Jeremiah 51:61-64:

And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When thou comest to Babylon, and shalt see, and shalt read all 
these words; Then shalt thou say, O JEHOVAH, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, 
that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that it shall be desolate for ever. And it 
shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, *that* thou shalt bind a stone to it, 
and cast it into the midst of Euphrates: And thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not 
rise from the evil that I will bring upon her: and they shall be weary. Thus far *are* the words of 
Jeremiah. 

In this passage Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When thou comest to Babylon,” you shall read the 
words of this Book.  This would be the Book of Jeremiah, which is part of the Bible.  It is God’s 
Word concerning the captivity and the judgment upon Judah, as the Lord had raised up the 
Babylonians to bring this judgment to pass.  Then when Seraiah was done reading the book, he 
was to “bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates.”  Seraiah read the book when 
he came to Babylon and when he was done reading the book, he was still in Babylon, so at the 
point he bound a stone to it and cast it into the Euphrates, where was he?  He was in Babylon. 
This is why it went on to say in verse 64: “Thus shall Babylon sink.”  It is a representation of 
Babylon’s judgment when the Book of Jeremiah is cast into the Euphrates River, because the 
Euphrates is the river of Babylon.  It is the river that identifies with Babylon and that  means it 
represents Babylon itself.  

Perhaps you remember when we were going through Revelation, chapter 9, we discussed the 
Euphrates River.  Let us go to Revelation 9:12:

One woe is past; *and*, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. 

The context of Revelation 9 is very clearly describing Judgment day and, therefore, it is 
describing May 21, 2011 and the days after the Tribulation.  Then it says in Revelation 9:13-16:

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is 
before God, Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are 
bound in the great river Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an 
hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. And the number of the 
army of the horsemen *were* two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.

In this passage God commands, “Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river 
Euphrates,” that are prepared to slay the “third part of men” and then the topic quickly 
transitions to the 200 million horsemen and it  is the 200 million horsemen that actually  slay  the 



“third part  of men,” as it says in verse 18: “By these three was the third part of men killed, by the 
fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.”  But did it  not 
say that the “four angels” or four messengers were loosed to “slay the third part of men”?  What 
happened to them?  Why did God so quickly go from discussing the four messengers to 
discussing the 200 million horsemen?  We saw that the answer was because they are one and the 
same.  The four messengers were bound in the great river Euphrates; that is, they  were held 
captive in Babylon.  God’s command to the Jews in Judah was to go into captivity in Babylon.  
We understood that command to represent coming out of the New Testament churches and going 
into the world. But then it was Judgment Day  and God had saved the great multitude from the 
nations of the world, or from among Babylon.  Therefore, He had loosed the “four messengers” 
and the number “four” points to “universality,” the four points of the compass – North, South, 
East and West.  We read in Matthew 24:31:

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

The “four winds” represent the entire world.  Also, the four messengers represent  all of God’s 
elect in all the world (Babylon).  They  had been bound, but now through salvation, they  have all 
been loosed.  If you look up  in the Bible the terms “binding” and “loosing,” you will see that 
“binding” is a picture of being in captivity  to sin and Satan and “loosing” has to do with 
deliverance and salvation.

So the messengers, all of God’s elect, are loosed from Babylon and they come out of the world 
through the deliverance of Christ in salvation and that is why the language quickly  transitions 
from the four messengers to the 200 million.  The 200 million also represent all that God has 
saved.  Now it could be an actual number or it could be a figurative number to represent all those 
whose names are recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  It is the fact that  all the elect have been 
“loosed” that is the active principal in God’s judgment that permits Him to pour out His wrath 
upon all the unsaved of the earth, including the “third part” within the churches and 
congregations which were destroyed right away at the beginning of Judgment Day. We went over 
that many times.

Again, notice that the Euphrates River pictures Babylon and it  fits perfectly with what we have 
learned concerning Babylon, when we studied Jeremiah, chapter 50.

Let us go back and reread Revelation 16:12:

And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates…

God’s wrath is now upon Babylon, as the Bible said in Revelation 14: “Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen.”  God brings judgment upon Babylon in the time of Judgment Day, so we are not 
surprised that the vial of wrath is poured upon the great river Euphrates.

Then it goes on to say in Jeremiah 16:12:

… and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 



We are very interesting in this kind of language and the reason is our familiarity with what God 
has done, historically, in drying up bodies of water.  We know He dried up the Red Sea in order 
for the nation of Israel to pass over and we know He dried a pathway across the river Jordan so 
they  could pass over in the time of harvest when the banks of the Jordan overflowed and they 
passed over on dry  ground.  So this language in our verse matches what God has done, 
historically, in the past.  But in this verse, He is not talking about the literal Euphrates River 
drying up, but it  is a figure of Babylon and Babylon is a picture of Satan’s kingdom of this 
world.  Therefore, God is indicating that all the “water” in all the world will dry up.  Since it is 
not literal water, it is spiritual water which points to the Gospel of salvation.  When God speaks 
of opening up “rivers of water” in the wilderness in the Book of Isaiah, it  is language that 
typifies the sending forth of the living water of the Gospel into the wilderness of this world 
where there can be no salvation apart from God’s gracious and merciful plan of salvation.  

God’s salvation plan has been brought to a close and the light of the “sun” is out and the “door” 
to heaven is shut because God has saved everyone to be saved, after He poured out the Latter 
Rain all over the earth (Babylon) outside of the churches and congregations.  So now it is 
Judgment Day and He can dry up  those rivers, the water of the Gospel, and there is no more 
salvation. 

Let us go back to the Book of Joshua and we will see a couple of references to this subject.  This 
passage has to do with Rahab the harlot  speaking to the spies that came to search out Jericho, 
when she had hid them upon her roof.  It says in Joshua 2:8-11:

And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof; And she said unto the 
men, I know that JEHOVAH hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For we have heard how JEHOVAH dried 
up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two 
kings of the Amorites, that *were* on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly 
destroyed. And as soon as we had heard *these things*, our hearts did melt, neither did there 
remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for JEHOVAH your God, he *is* God in 
heaven above, and in earth beneath. 

They  heard how JEHOVAH had dried up the water of the Red Sea when the Israelites came out 
of Egypt.  Also, in Joshua, it says in Joshua 4:19-24:

And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth *day* of the first month, and encamped in 
Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho. And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did 
Joshua pitch in Gilgal. And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What *mean* these stones? Then ye shall let your 
children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land. For JEHOVAH your God dried 
up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as JEHOVAH your God did 
to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over: That all the people of 
the earth might know the hand of JEHOVAH, that it *is* mighty: that ye might fear JEHOVAH 
your God for ever. 

The parting of the Red Sea for Israel to cross over on dry land and the dividing of the river 
Jordan so it stood on a heap  for Israel to cross over on dry land into the Promised Land typified 



the entering into the kingdom of God.  It was a beautiful illustration of that final crossing into the 
new heaven and new earth and leaving this world to experience the fulfillment of all of God’s 
promises to His people.  Ultimately, God will deliver them completely.  The crossing of the Red 
Sea pictures salvation in Christ, but that salvation is not complete until God’s people receive 
their new resurrected bodies and enter into the new heaven and new earth.

God uses this kind of figure in our verse in Revelation, chapter 16, where the great river 
Euphrates “was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.”   We will look 
at the phrase “kings of the east” in just  a minute, but the preparation for their crossing over was 
that the kings of the east  must cross the great river Euphrates “as on dry land” and then they can 
pass over.  We can understand that it refers to leaving this world and entering into heaven and 
into eternity future and what God has in store for His people for evermore.  Therefore, God has 
done a great and marvelous thing in drying up that great river Euphrates; drying up its water is a 
necessary thing and it is a wonderful thing.  

Can you imagine if you had been an Israelite and you had your back to the Red Sea and the 
Egyptian army is pursuing you, Pharaoh with all his chariots, coming to kill you and the 
Israelites?  Your only  hope is that somehow that Red Sea might part.  And God parts that sea and 
prepares a way of escape, to get away from the approaching Egyptians and to cross safely to the 
other side.  Is that not a wonderful and tremendous thing?  Many of the Jews would later murmur 
and complain and, yet, none complained about the opening of the pathway that God prepared for 
them.  It  was a miraculous occurrence and God reminds His people of this miracle often in the 
Bible – He reminds them that He is the God that opened the Red Sea.

Likewise, Israel was on the banks of the river Jordan and it was at flood stage and they needed to 
cross over and, yet, they were a great nation of a million or more people, so how could they cross 
over at the point?  God did another mighty miracle and He made a way across the river Jordan at 
the time it was overflowing its banks and all Israel crossed over and entered the land of Canaan.  
It was that Promised Land they had hoped to reach as they wandered in the wilderness for forty 
years.  God had promised them a land flowing with “milk and honey.”  God made a way and He 
brought them into the Promised Land over a dry riverbed, as He caused the waters to stand up as 
a heap so they could cross over.

So, too, God “dried up the river” of the Gospel water that had been overflowing the world, as 
represented by great river Euphrates.  It  is now dry.  This is a necessary  action performed by God 
and it is a step  God had to take in order to bring His people across.  We could say, in one sense, 
that ever since May 21, 2011 when the Gospel was dried up, the people of God (represented by 
the kings of the east) have been “crossing over” the dry great river Euphrates as we approach the 
glorious kingdom of heaven and the entry  into eternity future.  In other words, it  was always part 
of God’s final judgment that He would end salvation for this world and, spiritually, dry up the 
water of the world of Babylon in order to spiritually follow the historical pattern of Israel 
crossing the Red Sea or crossing the river Jordan.  Now His people will spiritually cross the dry 
land of Babylon and make their final entry into the kingdom of heaven.

We will look at the language of the “kings of the east” in our next Bible study and we will see 
how that does represent the true children of God.  
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Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #15 of Revelation, chapter 16, and we are going to be reading Revelation 
16:12-14:

And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits 
like frogs *come* out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of 
the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, *which* go 
forth unto the kings of the earth and of the world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty.

Last time we were looking at verse 12 and we saw that the great river Euphrates represents 
Babylon and the drying up of the water points to the drying up  of the Gospel waters all over the 
world, because Babylon is a figure of the kingdom of this world that Satan had ruled over since 
the Garden of Eden.

God dried up the water of Babylon and just to confirm that we are correct in our understanding, 
let us go back to Jeremiah 50, a chapter that goes into detail about the fall of Babylon and God’s 
judgment upon it.  It says in Jeremiah 50:35-40:

A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith JEHOVAH, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon 
her princes, and upon her wise *men*. A sword *is* upon the liars; and they shall dote: a sword 
*is* upon her mighty men; and they shall be dismayed. A sword *is* upon their horses, and upon 
their chariots, and upon all the mingled people that *are* in the midst of her; and they shall 
become as women: a sword *is* upon her treasures; and they shall be robbed. A drought *is* 
upon her waters; and they shall be dried up: for it *is* the land of graven images, and they are 
mad upon *their* idols. Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the islands 
shall dwell *there*, and the owls shall dwell therein: and it shall be no more inhabited for ever; 
neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation. As God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the neighbour *cities* thereof, saith JEHOVAH; *so* shall no man abide there, 
neither shall any son of man dwell therein. 

There are a couple of interesting things in this passage.  God says, “A drought is upon her 
waters; and they shall be dried up,” and this agrees with our verse in Revelation 16:12, where it 
says the great river Euphrates is dried up.  

But, notice that it says because of the drought, “The wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts 
of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell therein: and it shall be no more 
inhabited for ever,” and God compares it to the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Then He 
adds, “So shall no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein.”  This language 
lets us know that the Spirit of God had left; the Spirit of God that  had saved sinners has departed 
out of the world, leaving it a dry  place that is only fit for the wild beasts of the desert and wild 
beasts of the islands and owls.



Notice in the next chapter, in Jeremiah 51, that God continues the detailed discussion of His 
judgment on Babylon, which represents this world.  He says, in Jeremiah 51:35-36:

The violence done to me and to my flesh *be* upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; 
and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. Therefore thus saith 
JEHOVAH; Behold, I will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and I will dry up her 
sea, and make her springs dry. 

Because Babylon came against Judah, which pictured Satan coming against the churches, God 
will contend for His people and take vengeance against Satan and His kingdom of this world.  
What will that act of vengeance consist of?  He said, “I will dry up her sea, and make her springs 
dry.”  It goes on to say in Jeremiah 51:37:

And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, 
without an inhabitant.

Again, we find the language “without an inhabitant,” and the inhabitant in view is Eternal God.  
It is as though Babylon is without the presence of God.  Of course, God is everywhere, but 
insofar as God doing His work of salvation, He is not present and this matches the language in 
Isaiah, chapter 13.  Remember that chapter starts out by speaking of “the burden of Babylon,” 
and then it does not  take long before God is speaking of the “day of JEHOVAH” in Isaiah 13:9 
and then it says in Isaiah 13:10-11:

For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be 
darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. And I will punish the 
world for *their* evil…

So God is referring to the “burden of Babylon” and then He quickly speaks of judgment on the 
entire world because that  is what Babylon represents.  Then after He makes that shift, He 
transitions back to Babylon toward the end of the chapter and He says in Isaiah 13:19-22:

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in 
from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the 
shepherds make their fold there. But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses 
shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. And 
the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in *their* pleasant 
palaces: and her time *is* near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged. 

Remember what we read in Jeremiah 50, in verses 35 through 40?  When God dries up the water 
of Babylon, then it will be a wilderness and a place for these wild beasts of the desert and owls, 
and so forth.  So, in Isaiah 13, where God speaks of the judgment on the world, He gives this 
same language of Babylon as a wilderness and a desolate place where the wild beasts dwell and 
it indicates there is no Gospel water in all the world.  This, of course, fits in with Revelation, 
chapter 18, which we will get to soon, Lord willing.   It says in Revelation 18:2:

And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen…



We have learned that when we see that key phrase, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,” it 
indicates the end of the Great Tribulation and the beginning of judgment on this world and 
Satan’s kingdom of Babylon.  It goes on to say in Revelation 18:2:

… and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird.

The hateful birds would be birds like the owls that we read about earlier.  Babylon becomes a dry 
land and a wilderness, fit only for the beasts of the desert and these unclean birds.

Let us go back to Revelation 16 and can see when God says that the water of the great river 
Euphrates was dried up, it relates to Judgment Day on the kingdom of Satan.  Then it says at the 
end of Revelation 16:12:

…that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.

The “way” is prepared through the drying up of the river Euphrates.  Jesus, said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  This is what the Father had 
determined: the only “way” to enter into the kingdom of God and live for evermore is through 
the salvation of Christ.  Christ has made a “way” through the offering up of Himself from the 
world’s foundation for all of His elect.  The completion of their salvation will come when they 
all receive their new resurrected bodies.  Now, at this point, God has saved everyone that was to 
become saved.  Each one of God’s elect has received the “first resurrection” of the soul, but the 
vast majority of them still need to have a new resurrected body.  Most of them are still presently 
living on the earth in this Day of Judgment or they have died and their bodies are in the ground 
and need to be resurrected.  

All of this will take place on the last day of earth’s existence and there is a strong likelihood that 
the day will be October 7, 2015, which would be 1,600 days from the beginning of judgment on 
May 21, 2011.  It  would be the 10,000th overall Day of Judgment, completing the judgment of 
God upon unsaved mankind.  Judgment began at the house of God on May 21, 1988 and God 
judged the churches for 8,400 days; then He will judge the world (Babylon) for 1,600 days.  
Then we would have a sum total of 10,000 days, which is “10 x 10 x 10 x 10” or “4 to the 10th 
power.”  The number “4” points to the furthest extent  of whatever is in view and, in this case, it 
would be the furthest extent of Judgment Day.  Also, the 1,600 days of judgment on the world is 
“40 x 40” or “4 x 10 x 4 x 10.”  These numbers also represent “furthest extent” (the number 4) 
and “completeness” (the number 10).    As far as the number “40,” God had laid down a law in 
the Book of Deuteronomy that a judge may not administer more than 40 stripes to a criminal (or 
more than 4 x 10).  This is a Law of God and God is under His own Law and, of course, this 
would mean that God would never create a place called “Hell” where He would punish sinners 
without end – that would contradict and break God’s Law which He established in the Book of 
Deuteronomy that 40 stripes shall not be exceeded.  God does use the language of administering 
“stripes” in the Day of Judgment, in Luke, chapter 12.

Anyway, on October 7, 2015, the furthest extent of Judgment Day is reached: 1,600 days or 40 x 
40.  It is also the completeness of judgment or the 10,000th day of judgment (10 x 10 x 10 x 10).  



There are other instances of the number “4” coming into play, as the 1,600 days is 4 years, 4 
months and 16 days; and the 16 days is also “4 x 4”.  Someone also mentioned to me that 
October 7, 2015 falls on a Wednesday, which is the fourth day of the week, so there is an 
enormous emphasis on the number “4” on that particular day.  And, if we are correct, since that 
would be the last day  of Tabernacles and the last day  of harvest, it would be the day  the Lord 
raises up His people in the rapture and the resurrection.  It all takes place on the last day, as it 
says in John 6:44: “And I will raise him up on the last day.”  It is very likely  that God’s people, 
the kings of the east, are going through this dry wilderness without an inhabitant  (the Son of 
man) and going through this Day of Judgment as across the dry river Euphrates; it is the “way” 
God had predetermined that must come to pass in order for His people to get to that very  last day 
and then they have made it through the “trial of faith.”  The fiery test which has been put to them 
has not  burned them up.  It has only burned the “wood, hay, stubble,” but since the elect are the 
“gold, silver precious stones,” they come through purified and in a more glorious condition.  
Then God takes them into His glorious kingdom and they will experience all that God has 
promised will take place at the end of this world.  God will show His people that they  have not 
believed and trusted Him in vain.  

Can you imagine how the weak, the tired, the afflicted, the troubled of mind and body and the 
cast down in spirit will feel in that  day?  It is as though we are trudging across this dry  riverbed, 
one foot in front of the other, day by  day and it  has been a very difficult  path to travel in our 
sojourn to heaven, but it is the way God has chosen according to His will.  The people of God are 
definitely weary.  They are definitely  greatly tried and troubled due to the terrible increase in sin 
in the churches and in the world and the Law of God is being tossed aside and dismissed without 
concern, like never before in history.  It is a grievous thing to the people of God and, yet, they 
continue to trust God’s Word, the Bible, and they continue to look ahead with hope and great 
expectation that this is all being done by the perfect will of God.  Then they finally reach that 
final day  and God lifts them up and brings them through.  Speaking of the “balm of Gilead,” 
what a tremendous healing medicine it  will be when God lifts the veil of this life and destroys 
this earth and causes His people to forget the very memory of it because it is so tainted and 
corrupted by sin that even the memory of it would be affected by sin.  God will equip His people 
with their new spiritual bodies to match their souls.  Just as He saved our souls by His action, 
God will perform that perfecting action in our bodies and the children of God will reach the 
kingdom of heaven.  There will be no more tears, no more sorrow, no more disease, no more 
death and no more problems.  There will be perfect beauty, perfect  righteousness, perfect peace 
and perfect love; everything is perfect because God is perfect and dwells among His people.  
This is the hope that we have.  Remember what  God says concerning this hope in Hebrews, 
chapter 11.  After going through a list of the people of God that had suffered so much for the 
kingdom of heaven, God concluded the chapter by saying, in Hebrews 11:36-40:

And others had trial of *cruel* mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 
(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and *in* mountains, and *in* 
dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received 
not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be 
made perfect. 



This is what awaits the child of God – perfection.  God commands perfection: “Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”  Yet, we cannot while we have this 
body, but one day  soon God will change our bodies.  He has sown His Word in our corruptible 
bodies, but it  will be raised incorruptible; He has sown it  in dishonor and He will raise it  in 
honor.  In 1Corinthians 15, God speaks of those two things being sown in this world in our 
bodies, but raising them as new spiritual bodies.  That is the language of harvest and October 7, 
2015 is not only the Feast of Tabernacles but it  is the last day of the Feast of Harvest.  It would 
be an excellent day for God to bring His people up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles and to raise 
them up  and gather in the final harvest of Ingathering that comes at the spiritual end of the year 
and to complete all things He has spoken of in His Word.  It is that 10,000th day, a day  that points 
to completeness.


