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Revelation 15 Series, Study #6 by Chris McCann, originally aired November 6, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #6 of Revelation, chapter 15, and we are going to be reading Revelation 15:3-4:

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and 
marvellous *are* thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true *are* thy ways, thou King of 
saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for *thou* only *art* holy: for all 
nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 

I will stop reading there.  Just to remind us, once again, and this is a wonderful thing about the 
Bible that God will tell us something and then tell it in another way in order to reinforce the 
truth.  Here, in Revelation 15, it  started out with the Apostle John receiving this divine revelation 
from God in seeing “another sign in heaven” that was great and marvelous, as he saw the seven 
messengers having the seven last plagues.  Right after seeing that, John saw those that had gotten 
the victory  over the beast, “stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God” and “they sing the 
song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.”  We would think that he is seeing 
two different groups, but they are actually one and the same.  The seven messengers are those 
that got the victory over the beast; they are the great multitude that came out of Great 
Tribulation.  They are the saints of God.  

We also need to keep in mind that  Revelation, chapter 15, is describing Judgment Day, just as 
Revelation 14 described Judgment Day and the next chapter, Revelation 16, will continue to 
discuss Judgment Day.  The Bible tells us that  in that day  Christ will come with “ten thousands 
of his saints” and, here, they are first likened to seven messengers and now they are likened to 
those that had gotten the victory over the beast and they “sing the song of Moses.” 

Remember that when we looked at the “song of Moses,” we found there are two of them, one in 
Exodus 15 that relates to Judgment Day because it was the time when Pharaoh and his Egyptian 
army were cast into the sea; Pharaoh was a picture of Satan and his army would be the forces of 
Satan, the enemies of God.  Historically, God destroyed them to paint a picture of what would 
take place on Judgment Day, which was May 21, 2011.  It was at that point that Satan, the ruler 
of the kingdom of darkness, was put down and all the forces of Satan that were within the 
churches and congregations were bundled in the fire and that began this prolonged period of 
Judgment Day.

It goes on to say in the middle of Revelation 15:3:

… Great and marvellous *are* thy works, Lord God Almighty…

Of course, this is praise to God.  The saints of God are singing praises to His name because He 
has given them the victory, the victory of the completion of His salvation program and the 
victory of winning the war that had raged throughout history over the souls of God’s elect.  All of 
God’s elect who, as others, had been “children of wrath” and we had the wrath of God abiding 



upon us until God applied His Word and redeemed us in the fullness of time according to His 
timetable for each person.  And, finally, God had redeemed the last one and now the victory was 
won and all the captives had been set free.  It was a beautiful, climactic end to the end of the 
Great Tribulation and the end of the Latter Rain, which also could be spoken of as the end of the 
“second Jubilee,” which had begun in September 1994.  It is the same thing as the Latter Rain 
and it just another way God views it.  The Jubilee accomplished its purpose of setting the 
captives free and now all of them were free and this was the cause to “sing the song of Moses.”  
It was sung at the point that all Israel had been delivered through the Red Sea and Pharaoh and 
his army was destroyed in the sea and Moses lifted up his voice and sang praise to God.  

Now the saints are doing the same thing and this is encouragement to us as we continue to live 
on the earth in the Day of Judgment.  As each one of us is being “tried” (and there are none that 
not being tried) and put through the spiritual test to see if we are “gold, silver, precious stones” 
or “wood, hay, stubble,” we can glorify God by trusting Him and by recognizing what He has 
done.  We can thank Him for it, as we lift  up our voices and proclaim, “Great and marvellous are 
thy works.”  

The Greek word “ergon” is the word translated as “works” and it can refer to many things 
because God does many works.  He has done the work of creation.  For instance, it says in Job 
37:9-16:

Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. By the breath of God frost is 
given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened. Also by watering he wearieth the thick cloud: 
he scattereth his bright cloud: And it is turned round about by his counsels: that they may do 
whatsoever he commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth. He causeth it to come, 
whether for correction, or for his land, or for mercy. Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and 
consider the wondrous works of God. Dost thou know when God disposed them, and caused the 
light of his cloud to shine? Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of 
him which is perfect in knowledge? 

Theses passages go on for some time and it gives God occasion to point to His mighty, creative 
power.  So creation is part of the “works” of God, but notice that  in the verses we read, it had to 
do with clouds and watering the earth and that points to the Gospel that  God sent into the world, 
as He likens the Gospel, first of all, to the “early righteous rain” that produced the Lord Jesus 
Christ and, secondly, to the “early  rain” which produced the firstfruits and, finally, to the Latter 
Rain which completed God’s salvation program when He saved the great  multitude out of Great 
Tribulation.  All these are the “works” of God.

It says in Psalm 78:4-7:

We will not hide *them* from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of 
JEHOVAH and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. For he established a 
testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they 
should make them known to their children: That the generation to come might know *them, 
even* the children *which* should be born; *who* should arise and declare *them* to their 
children: That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments: 



In Psalm 78 God especially emphasizes the work of delivering Israel from the land of Egypt, 
which, spiritually, points to His salvation.  To be in bondage in Egypt is a picture of sinners that 
are ensnared in their sins and held captive by Satan, just as Pharaoh ruled over Egypt.  

As far as God’s “works,” we also read in John 6:28-29:

Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus 
answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

This is a very  important statement because they  are asking, “What should we do that we might 
work the works of God?”  The answer is, “This is the work of God, that ye believe.”  And that is 
exactly  what the Bible teaches: saving faith is of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are granted grace by 
God, as it says in Ephesians 2:8: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  God does all the 
“work” in the matter of saving the sinner: “And this is the work of God, that ye believe.”  If we 
are saved, it  is all a result of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This also relates to the Epistle of 
James and that wonderful chapter where God is trying to teach us that “faith without works is 
dead,” because people can say  they have faith; we have about  two billion people in the churches 
that will say  they have faith.  If you ask them if they are a Christian, they  respond, “Yes, I am a 
Christian.”  If you ask them if they are saved, they respond, “Yes, I am saved.”  If you ask them, 
if they expect to go to heaven, they respond, “Certainly, I expect to go to heaven.”  

But if you press them further about what they believe, they believe “everything under the sun,” 
and they believe in adding to or subtracting from the Bible, or they believe in tongues, dreams 
and visions and all kinds of things.  The Bible says that if anyone does these things, they are 
subject to the plagues written herein.  Also, the vast majority of them remained in the churches 
and congregations when God commanded His people to get out of the churches.  They remained 
and the Bible indicates that those that remained are like tares bundled for the fire.  So they  can 
say all they want that they have faith, but God is interested in works, but not their works; the 
works of a man never justified him, as Galatians 2:16 tells us, “No man is justified by the works 
of the law,” and “faith” is a work.  It is not man’s work that justifies, but Christ’s work that 
justifies: “This is the work of God, that ye believe.”  And that is why it is such a grievous thing 
when we read John, chapter 9, where Christ is going to heal the blind man, and it says in John 
9:1-3:

And as *Jesus* passed by, he saw a man which was blind from *his* birth. And his disciples 
asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus 
answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be 
made manifest in him.

In this chapter, Christ will go on to grant the blind man sight, which is a picture of salvation, so 
we are not surprised that Christ uses the example of the blind man to refer to the works of God 
being made manifest.  What are the works of God?  It is that “ye believe,” and that is referring to 
salvation, the work of God, so Christ will “make manifest” that work of God (salvation) through 
the healing of the blind man.  He also uses this occasion to give us information about Judgment 
Day, in John 9:4:



I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work. 

What work is that?  It  is the work that “Ye believe,” and the work would be performed “while it 
is day,” and this would have been during the day  of salvation.  Then He goes on to say, “the night 
cometh, when no man can work.”  The Lord has told us in another place, “Are there not twelve 
hours in a day?”  Then He goes on to give a parable of a twelve-hour work day and at the 
“eleventh hour” more laborers were hired to work “one hour” in the vineyard and that typified 
the Great Tribulation.  The Great Tribulation was the last “hour” of the day of salvation and the 
last “hour” of the workday of God’s work in which He would save by granting saving faith (the 
faith of Christ) to His elect people.  Once that last hour of work came to a close on May 21, 
2011, it  was the end of the work day  and the end of the day of salvation and it became spiritual 
night.  That is why the Bible says, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven.”  There 
are no more “light bearers,” or no more Gospel light to enlighten the earth – it is darkness.  That 
is why Christ said, “The night cometh, when no man can work.”   Since that day  and up and until 
the completion of this long period of Judgment Day, Christ is not working the work of granting 
belief to anyone (the work of God that He was sent to perform during the day). 

In Revelation 15, we see that they are praising God, saying, “Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty,” and it certainly  is a good thing to praise God and lift  up  His name 
on high and to thank Him for sending the “rains” and for saving the great multitude and 
completing His salvation program, saving everyone’s whose name was written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life.  They were great and marvelous works and God saved the best for last  during the 
second part of the “little season” of the Great  Tribulation.  As we got closer and closer to the 
shutting of the door on May 21, 2011, God was doing a mighty  and marvelous work all over the 
earth as He saved people through His Word until there were no more to be saved and, therefore, 
it says, “Great and marvellous are  thy works, Lord God Almighty.”  

The phrase “Lord God Almighty” is used a few times or, sometimes, it  just says, “The 
Almighty.”  If we turn to Revelation, chapter 11, we will see this is also at the point  of Judgment 
Day.  It says in Revelation 11:15-17:

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become *the kingdoms* of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and 
wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 

The “Lord God Almighty” is reigning over all the earth.  Christ  is ruling now over all that Satan 
had previously ruled over, albeit He is ruling with “a rod of iron.”  That is why there has been no 
change in the world or in the churches, even though Satan has been put down and has no official 
rule.  God is not ruling for the benefit of mankind, but He is ruling to punish (unsaved) mankind.  
This is the purpose of His rule; it is to smite men with the wrath of God.  

It says in Revelation 16:7:



And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous *are* 
thy judgments.

Revelation, chapter 16, is also in the context of Judgment Day.  

It says in Revelation 19:6:

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

The word translated here as “omnipotent” is the word also translated as “almighty,” and that is 
exactly  what it means – God has “all might,” “all power” and “all dominion.”  He is the Lord 
God Almighty or the Lord God omnipotent that reigneth.  It is a glorious exultation of the Person 
of God.  He has been faithful and He has triumphed over the rebels and over Satan.

Let us look at one more reference, in Revelation 19:15:

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 

The word “Almighty” is the same word that was translated as “omnipotent” back in verse 6.   

So this is the wonderful and glorious picture God is giving us, in Revelation 15, as the elect of 
God say, “Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways.”  
It is a just a matter of fact.  This is an accurate declaration by the people of God.  Now all of 
God’s promises have been fulfilled, as they are seen to be just and they are seen to be true.  Just 
think of all the things the Bible has declared that have come to pass.  For example, God has said 
in Romans, chapter 1: “God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change 
the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural 
use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is 
unseemly.”  Of course, all through history there were instances of homosexuality, but God, here, 
said He will “give them up,” and that language indicates something more drastic that has never 
taken place before.  And here we are, living on the earth in Judgment Day and we look around 
and we can see that, certainly, the world has been given up to this particular sin.  

God also lists all sorts of other sins – 23 sins – in Romans, chapter 1, and they are all very much 
in evidence today.  In Matthew 24, God speaks of men’s hearts “growing cold” and if there were 
ever a true and faithful statement, this is it, as we see the nature of man getting worse right 
before our eyes.  What had always been within man, but had been restrained by God, is now 
coming to the surface in a far more vivid way, so we can see the dead nature of man and that 
stony heart and that coldness of men.  It is now on the surface, as men’s love has grown cold. 

All sorts of Scriptures have been fulfilled.  Israel has become a nation again.  The church became 
apostate and fell away.  The iniquity of the world abounds and other incredible things that God 
has said would happen and that God’s people can recognize and say, “Just and true are they 



ways,” as all these things are happening.  Only the Word of God remains true and faithful and 
remains trustworthy.  Only the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is “the way, the truth and the 
life,” is worthy of our praise and we can thank God for Him and that He is the right way and the 
good way.  We are very thankful that the Lord God omnipotent does not change; He is the same 
yesterday, today and for ever and His ways are true and just.  

Then it concludes by saying Christ is coming in judgment with “ten thousands of his saints.”  
Remember what God said in 1Corinthians 6:2: “Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 
world?”  Revelation, chapter 15 is referring to Judgment Day when the saints judge the world.

Revelation 15 Series, Study #7 by Chris McCann, originally aired November 7, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #7 of Revelation, chapter 15, and we are going to be reading Revelation 15:3-5:

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and 
marvellous *are* thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true *are* thy ways, thou King of 
saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for *thou* only *art* holy: for all 
nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. And after that 
I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened: 

I will stop reading there.  Last time we looked at verse 3 and we saw that the saints of God that 
had gotten the victory  as they  came out of the Great Tribulation were praising God, declaring, 
“Great and marvellous are they works.”  Salvation is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They 
also declared, “Just and true are they ways, thou King of saints.”  God’s ways are known through 
the written record of the Bible and every Word of God is true and faithful, so the ways of God 
are the ways that leads to heaven.  It can be spoken of in the plural sense because any  verse in the 
Bible could be used by God and had the power to create “life” and to give a new heart because 
the Word of God is “quick and powerful.”  

I am sure that over the course of history, God used innumerable Scriptures to bring to life the 
company of the elect; that is, as the Word of God went forth, it might have been a verse in the 
Book of Revelations or a verse in Colossians, Ephesians or Galatians that God used to save 
different individuals.  God may have used a verse in the genealogies in the Book of Genesis or a 
verse in the Book of Deuteronomy to spark life in an individual.  He could have created a new 
heart in someone as they read Psalm 51, or it could have been a verse in Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah or a verse in any of the Books of the Bible, as “all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God.”  It is God-breathed, so all Scripture is alive and powerful and God could use any verse or 
any Word in the Bible during the day of salvation to bring a dead sinner to life; these are the 
“ways of God” and, yet, it is “one way,” because the Lord Jesus Christ is “the way, the truth, and 
the life.”  He is the embodiment of the entire Word of God, so God has His people to declare, 
“Just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.”   All those God has saved are called “saints” 
and it is a word that is related to being “holy,” because everyone God saves is cleansed from sin, 
purified and made holy.  God is King of all saints.  He is the holiest of all.  

Then it says in Revelation 15:4:



Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for *thou* only *art* holy…

God is the essence of holiness.  Yes, the elect become holy, but we receive that  holiness from 
God – it is imputed righteousness.  We could also say it is imputed holiness.  It is God that 
cleanses us and makes us holy because He is holy.  

Going back to the first part of the verse, it says, “Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name?”  Remember what God had declared during the time of the Great Tribulation when He 
was saving the great multitude.  We read back in Revelation 14:6-7:

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying 
with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and 
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

Fear God and give glory to Him.  This was the proclamation that came forth from God to all the 
inhabitants of the world.  Now, finally, it was the time of the end, the time of the Great 
Tribulation and this period was coming to a close and, therefore, God’s salvation program was 
also coming to a close.  The appointed Day of Judgment, May  21, 2011, was made known and, 
therefore, the message to the inhabitants of the earth was to fear God and humble themselves, 
crying for mercy  and submitting themselves to the righteousness of God.  This was the message 
that went worldwide in the days leading up  to that date and we know that the people that God 
intended to save, His elect, were made to fear God.  

But the unsaved have no fear of God before their eyes, but it is only those that God saved that 
were given a new heart and new spirit that “feared” God.  We read in Revelation 19:5-6:

And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear 
him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. 

The servants of God are those that  will fear Him.  Again, this highlights the truth the Bible 
teaches that only the elect will fear Him.  It says in Revelation 11:17-18:

Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; 
because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, 
and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou 
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

Here we see the contrast.  Notice the nations are angry because God’s wrath has come upon them 
and the time they should be judged.  But  God says this is also the time that He will “give reward 
unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great.”  
The servants the prophets, the saints and them that fear His name (small and great) represent the 
same thing – they  are synonyms for God’s elect.  This is what is in view in our verse in 
Revelation 15:4: “Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?”  Only the wicked will 



not fear God and they  will be destroyed as a result, but all of God’s elect will fear Him.  It  is built 
into them and it is part of the new spirit that has been granted them.  They will also glorify  His 
name, just as the angel flying in the midst of heaven declared, “Fear God, and give glory to 
him.”  When we fear God and we respond to the Bible’s warning (as God blew the trumpet to 
warn of approaching judgment), it glorifies God.

It goes on to say in the second part of Revelation 15:4:

…for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.

Is this speaking of all the nations of the world and all the people of all the nations?  Are all the 
people of the earth going to come and worship  before God in the Day of Judgment?  Well, no, 
they  are not.  We really  should not think that.  This verse is not saying that and, as a matter of 
fact, if we look at the last part of the verse it tells us the reason why they are going to come and 
worship  before Him, because “thy  judgments are made manifest.”  We have to be careful with 
that statement.  What does it mean that “thy judgments are made manifest”?  

In the Bible, there are different Greek and Hebrew words that are translated as the same English 
word and, so, we can read the word “judgments” and if we are not careful to look at what Greek 
or Hebrew word is being used, we can easily get the wrong idea about what is being said.  In this 
case the Greek word “judgments” is Strong’s #1345 and this is basically  a word that means “to 
justify” or “to make righteous.”  It is derived from Strong’s #1344 and this Greek word is the 
word we find in Galatians 2:16:

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even 
we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

The word “justified” is Strong’s #1344 and it is closely related to Strong’s #1345.  The same 
Greek word, Strong’s #1344, is found in the last part of the verse, in Revelation 22:11:

…and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 

The second word “righteous” is this word, Strong’s #1344, so it has to do with being “justified” 
or being “righteous.”

Strong’s word #1345, which is our word in Revelation 15, is the same word we find in Romans 
5:16:

And not as *it was* by one that sinned, *so is* the gift: for the judgment *was* by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift *is* of many offences unto justification. 

The word “justification” is our word, Strong’s #1345.  The same word is found in Romans 5:18:

Therefore as by the offence of one *judgment came* upon all men to condemnation; even so by 
the righteousness of one *the free gift came* upon all men unto justification of life. 



The word “righteousness” is the same Greek word translated as “justification” in verse 16 and 
translated as “judgments” in our verse in Revelation 15.  So we can see that Strong’s #1345 is 
translated in a similar way  to #1344 in some places.  Actually, #1345 is a word that is not used all 
that often.  It is also found in speaking of the bride of Christ, in Revelation 19:8:

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints. 

Here, we can see how the word “judgments” just would not  fit here, if it  were to say, “the fine 
linen is the judgments of saints,” but the word “righteousness” makes perfect sense in all the 
verses we read, and this is the same word that is found at the end of our verse in Revelation 15:4 
and it would read, “for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy righteousnesses 
(or justifications) are made manifest.”  Remember what is in view here: the seven messengers 
are those that have gotten the victory over the beast  and his image; they  are the great multitude 
that came out of Great  Tribulation and they are praising God for His works, which includes His 
work of salvation in them.  What did that work accomplish?  It justified all of them.  “Through 
the obedience of one, many are made righteous,” the Bible says in Romans, chapter 5.  So all of 
these saints have been made holy in the sight of God and they are coming to worship  before the 
Lord Jesus Christ for His righteousnesses and His justifications are made manifest.  This idea 
that the righteousness of saints or the justification of sinners is to be made manifest in the context 
of Judgment Day is something we now understand because it actually fits perfectly  with other 
information we have learned as we have continued into this prolonged period of Judgment Day.  
God has opened up to us the information about the righteous judgment of God and part of the 
information He has opened up to us is that it has always been His plan for the saints to live on 
this earth and to go through the period of the world’s judgment in which a spiritual fire has been 
lit.  It is as though the believers are going through the fire and this is a fiery trial and testing 
program to see if they are truly righteous and if they  are truly justified or if they have not been 
made righteous and they are not justified in the eyes of God.  This period will make it manifest.  
The word translated as “made manifest” is the same Greek word, Strong’s #5319, used in 
1Corinthians 3:11-13:

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work 
shall be made manifest…

Every  man’s work is put to the test, to be “made manifest.”  Then it goes on to say, in 
1Corinthians 3:13:

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

What “day” is that?  Is it Monday  or Thursday?  Of course, it does not mean a day  of the week.  
According to the context, what “day” will declare the true believers from the false, professed 
believers?  This is exactly  what the topic of this passage is discussing when it talks about “gold, 
silver, precious stones,” or “wood, hay, stubble.”   The “works” that the people of God have put 
into sharing the Word of God are those that have responded to that message.  They  are the 
“works” in God’s sight and that  “work” will be tried by fire, “for the day shall declare it, 



because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.”  
There is only one possible explanation of what “day” is in view: Judgment Day is the day that 
“shall declare it,” and that will “make manifest” what kind of “work” every  professed child of 
God really  is and it will become apparent  by  the time God completes His Day of Judgment.  If 
we go through it, then we are “gold, silver, precious stones” and that  is why He says, in verse 14: 
“If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.”

Now, I do not know what we could have been thinking.  How could we have missed verses like 
this?  How can people continue to “miss” statements like this?  God is speaking of a “day” that 
will reveal whether you are truly  saved, or not truly  saved, and everyone goes through this fire 
and the fire will try  every  man’s work.  Then He says, “If any man’s work abide, he shall receive 
a reward.”  This can only mean that the true believers (the “gold, silver, precious stones”) will, 
indeed, go through the fire and will, indeed, go through Judgment Day, in order that it can be 
said that they  were able to abide.  How could the true believers be in heaven and this language 
still apply?  There is no “fire” lit  in heaven that would try the true believers.  It  is only on this 
earth.  

This is just evidence that we do not “see” things unless God opens our eyes.  It was in the Bible 
for many centuries before the eyes of God’s people, but no one could see clearly what God’s 
Word said here.  It is only  due to our vantage point of living on the earth in the Day of Judgment 
that we are able to clearly see this.

That is one piece of evidence that God is going to “make manifest” just who His people are and, 
when He does this, it will show forth who it  is that are the righteous and justified ones (and who 
are not).  Also, in 2Corinthians, chapter 5, God uses the plural pronoun “we” several times and in 
every  case it applies to the true believers.  Please check that out and you will see that the 
language can only apply to the true believers.  For instance, it says in 2Corinthians 5:7: “(For we 
walk by faith, not by sight:)” and it says in 2Corinthians 5:9: “Wherefore we labour, that, whether 
present or absent, we may be accepted of him.”  Only the true believers say those things. 

Then it says in 2Corinthians 5:10:

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
*done* in *his* body, according to that he hath done, whether *it be* good or bad. 
 
We, the true believers, must all “appear,” and that is Strong’s #5319.  Again, it is to be “made 
manifest” before the judgment seat of Christ.  This time we are living in is a severe test to prove 
whether we are “gold, silver, precious stones,” but it is also a demonstration that God is putting 
us through, just  as the Lord Jesus entered into the world and became man and lived His (earthly) 
life to demonstrate the things He had done and the works He had finished from the foundation of 
the world.  Christ obediently  went through a period of ministry  and then He went to the cross and 
suffered a second time, even though He was not making payment for sin, in order to “make 
manifest” the things He had done from the foundation of the world.  

Now we were in Christ at the point of the world’s foundation when He purged our sins and paid 
the price for them, so we do not stand before the judgment seat  of Christ to pay for sin.  They 
were already paid for in the Person of the Lord Jesus, but it is God’s plan to bring His people 



through the official Day of Judgment for the earth in order to demonstrate and to “make 
manifest” the fact that their sins are already paid for and that they were “in Christ,” because that 
is what enduring to the end and abiding the fires of Judgment Day will prove.  It is a declaration 
and a proof when each one of the great multitude make it to the end of this period of Judgment 
Day successfully.  God will make sure we do (succeed) and He will draw us (or even drag us 
through, if He has to), but we will all make it through and, finally, it  will be a demonstration that 
we already had our sins paid for by the Lord Jesus at the foundation of the world.  We will have 
made this manifest and this is all involved when it says in Revelation 15:4:

…for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.  

Revelation 15 Series, Study #8 by Chris McCann, originally aired November 10, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #8 of Revelation, chapter 15, and we are going to begin by looking at 
Revelation 15:4:

Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for *thou* only *art* holy: for all 
nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 

In our last study we were discussing the word “judgments,” which is Strong’s #1345, and it is 
really better translated as “righteousnesses” or “justifications.”  This is related to God’s salvation 
plan for all His elect because it is “made manifest” in the time of judgment on the world.  That  is 
why the statement is made in this context.

I did not mention something last time and I want to cover it before we go on to the next verse.  It 
says, “for all nations shall come and worship before thee.”  This is referring to the people of 
God, all those that He saved, as it says in Revelation 7:9-11:

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the 
throne, and *about* the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God, 

This is a glorious representation and a glorious picture of the kingdom of heaven and all those 
that are now a part of God’s kingdom, including the great multitude that came out of Great 
Tribulation; they are come from all nations and they are worshipping God.

Someone might say, “Well, that says “of all nations,” but Revelation 15:4 says, “for all nations 
shall come and worship before thee,” so that is a different statement.  Well, let us look at another 
verse in Revelation 21:22-26:

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And 
the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb *is* the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall 



walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the 
gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring 
the glory and honour of the nations into it. 

Here, God refers to the nations twice, especially where it says in verse 24, “the nations of them 
which are saved,” and that is the definition of “nations” in our verse in Revelation 15, verse 4.  
We always have to allow the Bible to define its own terms.  For example, we can read that God 
“is not  willing that any  should perish, but  that all should come to repentance,” and that means 
salvation.  There are people, even today, that point to that verse and they  say, “Well, you see, 
God’s will and desire is that all people be saved.  He is not willing that any people perish, but 
that all people come to repentance.”  Then they  come up with an erroneous conclusion because 
they  are not carefully searching the Bible to see what limits the Bible sets on the word “all.”  
Once we do that, we realize that when God says He is not  willing that any  should perish, but  that 
“all” should come to repentance, He is speaking of “all” the elect, or “all” those chosen before 
the foundation of the world whose names were recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Likewise, when God says “for all nations,” it  is the “nations” of all those that are saved, as it is 
stated in Revelation 21:24: “And the nations of them which are saved.”  These are the “nations” 
in view in our verse, so it is a statement that God’s elect  will come and worship before Him, just 
as that great multitude is doing in Revelation, chapter 7, which we looked at earlier.

Let us move on to Revelation 15:5-6:

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was 
opened: And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure 
and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 

Suddenly the scene changes, once again, and the focus returns to the “seven messengers.”   Why 
is God doing this?  Why did He begin Revelation 15 with a look at the seven messengers that 
were carrying the seven last plagues in which the wrath of God was filled up  and then, suddenly, 
change the imagery to those that had gotten the victory over the beast, standing on the sea of 
glass?  After discussing this group, He suddenly switches back to the seven messengers, once 
again.  How can we understand this?  There is a simple explanation for why  God is doing this.  
He wants us to understand that the seven messengers are His elect people.  Once we understand 
that the seven messengers are His elect people and that those that got the victory over the beast 
and came out of Great Tribulation are also His elect people, then when He switches back to a 
discussion of the seven messengers again, has He really  changed the focus?  No – the focus just 
continues to be on His elect people and the task He has assigned them in the Day of Judgment.  

So, really, this chapter “flows” from verse 1 to the end of the chapter, as the central focus is on 
the people of God in the Day of Judgment.  Remember that in Revelation 14, the previous 
chapter, the focus was primarily upon the Lord Jesus Christ who was coming out of the temple.  
Speaking of Christ, it said in Revelation 14:15:

And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, 
Thrust in thy sickle…



Christ is that “angel” or “messenger.”  Then it said in Revelation 14:18:

And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry 
to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle…

This messenger was also Christ.  It also said in Revelation 14:17:

And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.

So the focus of this messenger coming out of the temple is also on Christ and the judgment that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is bringing upon the unsaved inhabitants of the world, as He comes forth 
from the temple.

But, in Revelation 15 it is seven messengers that come out the temple, so the focus of this 
chapter is on those that judge the world with Christ.  Chapter 14 focused primarily  on Christ 
judging the unsaved and chapter 15 is sort of like a “side car” and it is filling in additional 
information about Christ coming with “ten thousands of his saints” to judge the world.  
Remember it  said in 1Corinthians 6:2: “Know ye not that the saints shall judge the world?”  So 
Revelation, chapter 15 gives a consistent focus on the saints of God as they are first given the 
seven vials full of the wrath of God and then He is going to send them forth to pour out the vials 
upon the people of the earth, in chapter 16.

Let us go back to Revelation 15:5:

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was 
opened…

If you are like me, when you read a long statement like this, you do not catch it all at once, but 
you have to slowly look at each part  in order to understand it.  God is speaking of a temple that is 
“of the tabernacle” and the tabernacle is “of the testimony in heaven.”  This temple as opened 
and then the seven messengers will come out of the temple.

Let us look at the various aspects of this statement in verse 5.  First, let us go to Hebrews 9:1-3:

Then verily the first *covenant* had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. 
For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein *was* the candlestick, and the table, and the 
shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is 
called the Holiest of all; 

Verse 2 said there was a tabernacle, “the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the 
showbread,” and this was called the “sanctuary.”  Then, in verse 3, it said, “And after the second 
veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all.”  So this was the second tabernacle, which 
was called the Holy of holies.  There were two tabernacles, one inside the other.  Let us keep 
reading, in Hebrews 9:4-7:

Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, 
wherein *was* the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the 



covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now 
speak particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the 
first tabernacle, accomplishing the service *of God*. But into the second *went* the high priest 
alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and *for* the errors of 
the people: 

So only  the high priest went into the second tabernacle.  Here, God repeats it; the priests 
commonly went into the first tabernacle, but the second was reserved for the high priest  and the 
atonement which was offered once a year.  

Now let us turn back to the Old Testament to the Book of Exodus and we will read more about 
the tabernacle.  It says in Exodus 32:15-16:

And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony *were* in 
his hand: the tables *were* written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other *were* 
they written. And the tables *were* the work of God, and the writing *was* the writing of God, 
graven upon the tables. 

Of course, this is referring to the Ten Commandments; they are the “two tables of the testimony.”  
If we go back to Exodus, chapter 26, it says in Exodus 26:33-34:

And thou shalt hang up the vail under the taches, that thou mayest bring in thither within the vail 
the ark of the testimony: and the vail shall divide unto you between the holy *place* and the 
most holy. And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the ark of the testimony in the most holy 
*place*. 

The Ten Commandments were put in the ark.  The Ten Commandments were called the “two 
tables of the testimony,” so this ark of the testimony was put in the “most holy place,” and 
remember that Hebrews 9 told us this was the “second tabernacle.”  So the ark of the testimony 
was placed in the tabernacle that was inside the “Holy of holies.”  

It says in Exodus 40:20-21:

And he took and put the testimony into the ark, and set the staves on the ark, and put the mercy 
seat above upon the ark: And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the vail of the 
covering, and covered the ark of the testimony; as JEHOVAH commanded Moses. 

Here is a descriptive account of exactly what we are reading in Revelation 15.  The testimony of 
the Ten Commandments was put in the ark and then they  put the ark that contained the 
testimonies in the (second) tabernacle, the Holy of holies.  So, now, let us go back to Revelation, 
chapter 15, and I think we will see how this all relates to Revelation 15:5:

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven…

Even though it  does not say “ark,” that is what is in view – it  is the ark of the testimony.  It  is the 
“temple” of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven that was opened.  There is a similar 



statement back in Revelation, chapter 11.   Let me read Revelation 11:15, so we can see that  the 
context is Judgment Day.  It says in Revelation 11:15:

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become *the kingdoms* of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever. 

Then it says in Revelation 11:18-19:

And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be 
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 
And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his 
testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great 
hail. 

Here, we have a little bit more information.  It says it  is “the ark of his testament” and it is seen 
in the temple of God: “And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his 
temple the ark of his testament.”  This is a very similar picture that we are getting in our verse in 
Revelation 15:5: “the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven.”  So this would be the 
temple of the ark of the testimony which was inside the Holy of holies.  

The ark contained the Ten Commandments.  Why  were they so special?  Yes, they were written 
with the finger of God, but the entire Bible is written by  God, so the Ten Commandments are not 
above the rest of the Word of God; all Scripture has come out of the mouth of God and has equal 
dominion and power and might and all Scripture is glorious.  Well, they  are “ten” 
commandments and, remember, the number “10” points to completeness, so they point to the 
complete commandments of God, the entire Bible.  It is as though those Ten Commandments 
represent the complete Word of the Bible.  The ark typifies Christ and the Ten Commandments 
typify  Christ because He is the “word made flesh,” the embodiment of the Bible.  It says in 
Hebrews 10, “In the volume of the book, it is written of me,” and it is referring to the Lord Jesus.  
In the entire Bible, the things we read all have to do with Christ.  It  is all, in essence, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, so the ark contained the testimony, the Ten Commandments, and it all has to do 
with Christ, eternal God.  The (second) tabernacle was that  special place that only  the high priest 
could enter into once a year, because the “Holy of holies” was a representation of the dwelling of 
God.  This was where God would inhabit the temple.  

Remember, the veil of the tabernacle was rent in twain when Christ hung on the cross.  The 
“Holy of holies” ceased to be holy  and the temple ceased to be God’s holy temple.  Jerusalem 
ceased to be the holy city and Israel ceased to be His holy  people.  It all stemmed from that 
illustration that God gave of His “presence” in the midst  and when the veil was rent, God would 
no longer dwell there – the “sign” was gone that God dwelt among the Israelites.

It says in Hebrews 6:18-20:

That by two immutable things, in which *it was* impossible for God to lie, we might have a 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which 



*hope* we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, *even* Jesus, made an high priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

This pictures Christ, who offered Himself once from the foundation of the world by being the 
sacrificial Lamb whose “blood” and life were given for His people.  That is why  the priest 
entered into the Holy of holies once a year and sprinkled blood upon the mercy seat, because that 
was where the Ten Commandments were kept.  The Law was condemning mankind and it  took 
the “covering” of the blood of Christ over the Law in order to deliver all of God’s people from 
the Law and from the wrath of God.  That wonderful blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that was 
shed from the foundation of the world delivered all the elect from under the Law.  

This is just some of the picture that is being given here, but we are going to continue to look at 
this, Lord willing, in our next study.  God really ties some important truths to the “seven 
messengers” that come out of the temple and, yet, it is the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony, the temple in which the ark dwells.  We will look at the temple the Lord had Solomon 
to build and the completion of that temple.  Once it was completed, the ark was carried into the 
temple and when it was brought in, the priests came out of the temple.  We will look at  that in 
due time, as we continue.  It  would be good to read 2Chronicles, chapter 4, and look at the 
information concerning the completion of the temple and the entry of the ark into it  and then 
look at how the priests of God came out of the temple once the ark had entered into the temple.

Revelation 15 Series, Study #9 by Chris McCann, originally aired November 11, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #9 of Revelation, chapter 15, and we are going to be reading Revelation 15:5-6:

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was 
opened: And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure 
and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 

I will stop reading there.  Last time we saw that the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony was 
basically  referring to the temple of the ark of the testimony, which was in a tabernacle.  The ark 
and the two tables of stone, or two tables of testimony, represent the Lord Jesus Christ; they 
represent God Himself.  So this refers to the temple of Christ.

The temple of the tabernacle of the testimony or the temple of the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven 
was opened; then the seven messengers came out of the temple.  Let us look a little bit closer at 
how God spiritually defines “temple” in the Bible.  We will start in 1Corinthians 3:16-17:

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and *that* the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any 
man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
*temple* ye are. 

By the way, the word “ye” is an Old English plural pronoun.  Today we use the word “you” as 
either singular or plural, but in the Old English, there was a plural form of “you” to indicate more 
than one.  The “temple of God” is the body of Christ, the people God has saved.  Each child of 



God is a part of the spiritual temple.  We know that God also refers to His people as the “holy 
city,” or New Jerusalem or the bride coming down from heaven.  God refers to His people in 
many ways and one of these ways is as a “temple.”  

It says in Ephesians 2:20-22:

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner *stone*; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple 
in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

To put it another way, God is saying that  His salvation program was a form of constructing a 
spiritual temple.  As He saved those He intended to save, they were added to this “temple,” until 
He completed the structure, spiritually.  So they were “builded together” as they became saved 
“for an habitation” or dwelling of God.  God would indwell this spiritual temple, just as in 
Solomon’s time when the building of the temple was finished and the ark entered into the temple.  
We will actually  look at that  a little later, but that  is the idea.  But, first the temple must be 
finished.

Although it does not mention temple, Hebrews chapter 3 speaks of the “house” in the same way.  
It says in Hebrew 3:1-6:

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest 
of our profession, Christ Jesus; Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses *was 
faithful* in all his house. For this *man* was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, 
inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is 
builded by some *man*; but he that built all things is God. And Moses verily *was* faithful in 
all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; But 
Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

The phrase “whose house are we” is very similar to 1Corinthians 3:17, where it said: “which 
temple ye are.”  Christ is “a son over his own house,” whose house is made up of the children of 
God.  To make it more clear, God very directly speaks about this in 1Peter 2:4-5:

To whom coming, *as unto* a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, *and* 
precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

Here it is very plain: “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house.”  God built His 
spiritual house and this house is built upon the foundation of Christ  and His sacrifice from the 
point of the world’s foundation.  Throughout the history of the world, as each person became 
saved, they were added as a “living stone” to the house.  With each stone, the structure began to 
take shape and, finally, at the conclusion of the Great Tribulation and the pouring out of the 
Latter Rain, God saved the last person to be saved and it was like placing the last “living stone” 
in this glorious house that God has been building since before this world was created, with the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ and God’s plan to choose these people and to bring the Gospel to 
them at some point in their lives and apply the blood of Jesus Christ to their hearts and redeem 



them all at various points in time.  Then He completed His redemption program and each one 
that was to become saved was saved and the house was built.  By May 21, 2011 the house of 
God was complete.

It is interesting to read the little parable in Matthew, chapter 7, which teaches us what happens 
when a house is completed.  It says in Matthew 7:24-27:

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every 
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

What can we learn from this little parable that Christ has given?  We can learn the following 
things.  When Jesus says, “I will liken him unto a wise man,” the wise man is pointing to Jesus; 
He is the wise man that built  His house.  Remember, it  said in Hebrews 3:6: “Christ is a son over 
his own house; whose house are we.”  So Christ built His own house upon a rock and that would 
mean He built it upon Himself – upon His own atoning work from the foundation of the world.  

It said the wise man “built his house.”  It does not indicate that the construction work was 
“ongoing,” but the word “built” indicates that the work was complete.  Yes, Christ died for His 
people from the foundation of the world, but it took over 13,000 years for God to build His house 
upon that foundation of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was necessary over time and 
throughout history to apply the saving work of Christ through the Word of God, just as hyssop 
would be dipped in a bowl of lamb’s blood and applied to each door post.  God applied the blood 
of Christ to each of His elect and then the house was built, and not before.  Then the temple was 
completed, and not before.  

The temple was built and as soon as it was built, then “the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.”
Christ gives us the example of a foolish man that  built a house upon the sand and not upon a 
rock.  Then the very  same elements of a storm come against this house which came against the 
wise man’s house, but the result was different: “And the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”  We think 
of “Babylon is fallen, is fallen.”  It is telling us that when Judgment Day  comes and the storm of 
the wrath of God and the fires that are lit in His anger are poured out upon all the inhabitants of 
the earth, including the children of God that remain on the earth, it impacts everyone – saved and 
unsaved.  But when God brings this severe trial, His people will endure to the end until it is 
completed and they will come through it as “gold, silver, precious stones,” in a purified way.

On the other hand, the same judgment of shutting the door to heaven, putting out the Gospel 
lights and lighting the spiritual fire (which only served to purify the saints and remove the dross) 
will burn up the wicked and destroy them because their house is not built upon a rock.  
Remember it said in 1Corinthians 3:11-15:



For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work 
shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

The fire is put to both the “gold, silver, precious stones” and the “wood, hay  stubble.”  The storm 
assaults both the wise man’s house and the foolish man’s house, but the “gold, silver precious 
stones” come through the fire; the wise man’s house that is built upon a rock comes through the 
storm.  And God gets the glory.  Why?  What is the difference in the structure of the house of the 
wise man and the house of the foolish man?  The only difference is the foundation.  Christ is the 
foundation of the wise man’s house and as the people of God endure (and God will make sure 
they  do) and are left standing at the completion of Judgment Day, will they get the glory?  No – 
it is God that gets the glory.  The only reason they were able to withstand is because of the 
foundation; the foundation is Christ and that is the only difference between the houses.

Let us go back to the Old Testament to 2Chronicles, chapter 5.  This is a special occasion and a 
wonderful time in Israel’s history when Solomon was king.  David had prepared many things for 
the house of God, but God waited until David died before his son Solomon was to build the 
temple.  This was in 967 BC, after a four-year co-regency between David and Solomon.  Then 
David died and the work on the temple began.  It says in 2Chronicles 5:1-10:

Thus all the work that Solomon made for the house of JEHOVAH was finished: and Solomon 
brought in *all* the things that David his father had dedicated; and the silver, and the gold, and 
all the instruments, put he among the treasures of the house of God. Then Solomon assembled the 
elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, 
unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of JEHOVAH out of the city of David, which 
*is* Zion. Wherefore all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto the king in the feast which 
*was* in the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came; and the Levites took up the ark. 
And they brought up the ark, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that 
*were* in the tabernacle, these did the priests *and* the Levites bring up. Also king Solomon, 
and all the congregation of Israel that were assembled unto him before the ark, sacrificed sheep 
and oxen, which could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in the ark 
of the covenant of JEHOVAH unto his place, to the oracle of the house, into the most holy 
*place, even* under the wings of the cherubims: For the cherubims spread forth *their* wings 
over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above. And 
they drew out the staves *of the ark*, that the ends of the staves were seen from the ark before 
the oracle; but they were not seen without. And there it is unto this day. *There was* nothing in 
the ark save the two tables which Moses put *therein* at Horeb, when JEHOVAH made *a 
covenant* with the children of Israel, when they came out of Egypt. 

Here, we find that  Solomon finished the house.  It said in verse 1: “Thus all the work that 
Solomon made for the house of JEHOVAH was finished.”  All the items David had prepared were 
brought in and the house was finished.  The only  thing left was to place the Ark of the Covenant, 
or the ark of the testimony, into the most holy place in the tabernacle.  The ark was brought in 
and it signified the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ within the body of believers.  Remember, 



this house is a picture of the other language we read earlier about  Christ being a son over His 
own house, whose house are we.  It pictures what is said in 1Peter 2 about the believers being 
living stones and a spiritual house.  It pictures what it said in 1Corinthians 3 when it  said, “Ye are 
the temple.”  It is the spiritual temple that is made up of everyone God has saved.  Once God 
saved all the elect whose names were recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life…let us say that  God 
saved 200 million…and when the last person of that 200 million was saved and the house was 
finished, what is the first thing that happens?  The ark goes in; that is, the Spirit of God goes in 
and indwells this “holy temple” that is made up of all those He has saved.

Then it goes on to say in 2Chronicles 5:11:

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy *place*: (for all the priests *that 
were* present were sanctified, *and* did not *then* wait by course: 

Let us not forget that we are reading Revelation, chapter 15, which says, “And the seven angels 
came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having 
their breasts girded with golden girdles.”  We will look at that more later, but this is describing 
priestly attire and they are coming out of the temple.  In 2Chronicles Solomon’s temple was 
finished and then the ark goes in, and then verse 11 says the priests came out  of the holy place.  
Then it goes on to say, in 2Chronicles 5:12:

Also the Levites *which were* the singers, all of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with 
their sons and their brethren, *being* arrayed in white linen…

I am emphasizing that they were “arrayed in white linen” because Revelation 15:6 said, “And the 
seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen,” 
and we cannot help but see the connection between these passages.  Then it continues to say, in 
2Chronicles 5:12: 

…having cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the east end of the altar, and with them an 
hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets:) It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and 
singers *were* as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking JEHOVAH; and 
when they lifted up *their* voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and 
praised JEHVOAH, *saying*, For *he is* good; for his mercy *endureth* for ever: that *then* 
the house was filled with a cloud, *even* the house of JEHOVAH; So that the priests could not 
stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God. 

Now let me go back to Revelation 15, where it says, in Revelation 15:8:

And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man 
was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. 

Is this not interesting?  There are several connections between 2Chronicles 5 and Revelation 15.  
Remember, at the beginning of the chapter the seven messengers gave way to those that  had 
gotten the victory over the beast  and they were standing on a sea of glass; and we saw the 
relationship  between the “sea of glass” and the “molten sea” that the priests were to wash in 
before performing their priestly duties in the temple.  That is one connection.



Then we read of the ark of the testimony and we have the ark in view here and we also know that 
those that had gotten the victory over the beast are the great multitude that came out of Great 
Tribulation.  The Bible teaches in many places that this would have completed God’s salvation 
program, thus completing the spiritual house of God; this relates to Solomon’s house being 
completed.

And now we are reading language of priests coming out of the temple clothed in fine white linen 
and the seven messengers of Revelation 15 are also clothed in fine white linen, priestly attire, 
and so forth.

There are even more tie-ins, but we will have to look at this further in our next Bible study 
because we have run out of time tonight.

Revelation 15 Series, Study #10 by Chris McCann, originally aired November 12, 2014

Good evening and welcome to EBible Fellowship’s Bible study in the Book of Revelation.  
Tonight is study #10 of Revelation, chapter 15, and we are going to be looking at Revelation 
15:6:

And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white 
linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 

I will stop reading there.  The “seven angels” were in view at the very beginning of this chapter, 
in Revelation 15:1:

And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last 
plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. 

The number “seven” is repeated twice in this verse and it is also used in verse 6.  In this chapter, 
we find the number “seven” eight times and the number “seven” represents “perfection.”  It  is 
perfection which would point to fullness of what is in view and of completeness of what is in 
view.  In this case the “seven messengers” represent the fullness or completeness of all of God’s 
elect and they are in possession of the “seven last plagues,” which would relate to the full and 
complete wrath of God or the full and complete judgment of God.  

Again, God stressed back in verse 1 that that these would be the last  plagues, “for in them is 
filled up the wrath of God,” and that means we would expect that this would complete the 
judgment of God – there will be no additional judgment.  This helps us to understand that the 
pouring out of these seven vials is Judgment Day upon the world, which completes the overall 
judgment of God.  This is not judgment on the churches; there are many things that would not 
allow for this to be judgment on the churches.  One of them is that the seven messengers had 
gotten the victory  over the beast.  The beast  was the name given to Satan during the Great 
Tribulation period and the “image” of the beast is a picture of the churches that came to be in the 
likeness of Satan during the judgment on the churches during the Great Tribulation period, but 
the “seven messengers” are said to have gotten the victory over the beast and that means they 



have been victorious and in order to do that, they  have come out of the Great Tribulation.  It was 
certainly not at the beginning of God’s judgment (on the churches) because it just will not fit.

We are told the seven messengers came out of the temple in Revelation 15:6.  Last time we saw 
how God views the body  of believers as a temple or spiritual house.  So they are coming forth 
from that spiritual temple.  God also speaks of the true believers as being a “royal priesthood,” 
and when He saves an individual, he or she becomes “a profit, priest and king.”  That is how God 
views them and, spiritually, that is what has happened and they are now ministers unto God.  

They  come out of the temple, having the seven last plagues and “clothed in pure and white 
linen.”  Let us look at this clothing of the seven messengers.  Let us first ask the question, “Are 
angels clothed?  Does God tell us elsewhere about angelic beings are clothed?”  This is one of 
the ways we can know that these are not the spirit beings that God created; some of them fell, 
like Satan and the demons, but the remaining angels became “ministering spirits to the heirs of 
salvation,” according to Hebrews, chapter 1, so they are not the ones in view in Revelation, 
chapter 15.  We can know this very  definitely because it  says here that they are “clothed in pure 
and white linen.”  When we look at the Bible and search this term out, we find that God does 
indicate that  certain ones need “clothing.”  In Genesis 3, we find the account  of when man fell 
into sin; the serpent deceived Eve and then both Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit and in 
that day they died, spiritually.  It says in Genesis 3:21:

Unto Adam also and to his wife did JEHOVAH God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 

Why did God clothe them?  Were they cold?  Well, it is true that at the point of man’s fall and 
God’s subsequent curse upon the creation, the climate would have begun to change, but prior to 
that, it  would have been a perfect climate and it  would have remained perfect.  But after the fall, 
there would have been a change in temperature, so it was, perhaps, necessary  for Adam and Eve 
to begin to learn to clothe their bodies.  But why did God make coats of skin to clothe them?  In 
order for God to do that, He had to slay some animals and make coats to cover Adam and Eve.  
In the slaying of the animals, God was demonstrating what would be necessary for mankind to 
have a spiritual covering so their sins could not be seen by God.  If God would continue to see 
sin and there was no covering for sin, then God could only respond in angry  wrath and destroy 
them.  That would be what the Law would demand.   God slew some animals and shed their 
blood and covered the physical nakedness of Adam and Eve to teach them that it was necessary 
to have the shedding of blood to cover sin – an atonement must  be made in order to cover the 
ugly sins they had committed.  So God is giving an historical parable when He killed these 
animals and took their skins and used them to cover Adam and Eve in order to clothe them.

There are many verses we could look at, but we will look at one more.  It says in Psalm 132:9:

Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy saints shout for joy. 

Again, all of God’s people are “priests,” and when He saves someone He clothes them with the 
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Those early animals that  were slain pointed to Christ; 
there was a need for atonement or sacrifice.  The Lord Jesus provided this sacrifice from the 
point of the world’s foundation, so His work was immediately available to God’s elect that were 
among fallen man.  This is why Abel could become saved, because Christ’s blood had already 



been shed and the slaying of the Lamb had already been accomplished.  According to Hebrews 
4:3, the works were finished from the foundation of the world, so God had already made 
provision, because this was always His plan to showcase and demonstrate His glorious attributes 
through His salvation program.  Therefore, at the very beginning of all things, He had already 
made that provision: Christ had already shed His blood and died and risen from the dead and all 
those God intended to save had already been selected and their names were, figuratively, written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Again, it  says, in Revelation 15:6, the seven messengers came out of the temple, having the 
seven plagues and they were clothed in “pure and white linen.”  Let us go to Revelation 19:7-8:

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 

Here is a beautiful image God gives us of the bride of Christ, the body  of believers.  They are 
those that God has saved throughout time and the entire company of the elect is that bride.  It 
was granted her that “she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white.”  This is where the 
world (or, least, many places in the world) got the idea that the bride in a wedding ceremony 
should be dressed in white.  Of course, that is changing now and a lot of things that came from 
the Bible have changed, as the world wants to cast off all restraints.

Yet, this is a beautiful picture of the “bride” dressed in white and prepared for her Husband.  It is 
a beautiful portrait  of purity and holiness and this is what is being portrayed of all the saints of 
God, as each one of God’s elect  make up the spiritual bride and are prepared for the bridegroom, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  They  have had their sins washed away and they are cleansed from all 
iniquity and this is what the wedding garment really symbolizes.  So we see the “fine linen, clean 
and white” is pointing to true believers.

A little further on in this same chapter, it says in Revelation 19:13:

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. And 
the armies *which were* in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean.

Again, Christ is coming in judgment with the “armies in heaven,” which is the same picture that 
the “bride of Christ” represents, the elect.  It is the whole company of saints that God has saved 
coming in judgment with Him and we cannot  help  but notice that  the way they  are clothed 
matches the covering of the “seven messengers.”  They are “clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean.”  Revelation 15 is a portrait of Judgment Day and these “seven messengers” are a figure 
of God’s elect and God is giving them the “seven vials full of the seven last plagues,” and they 
are clothed in pure and white linen.  This tells us that they are the elect and their sins are washed 
away; they are the bride of Christ; they are the army coming with Christ, the Word, to do battle 
in the Day of Judgment against Satan and his kingdom of darkness.  

It is the very same group of people and God simply uses different pictures to teach the same 
truths.  For instance, the “bride of Christ” is a very  different visual picture than the “armies upon 



horses” and, yet, they are the same people.  The “bride of Christ” is the elect and the “armies 
upon horses” are the elect.  The “seven messengers” are also a different  picture than the bride or 
the armies, but they are also the elect of God.  It is another way of saying the same thing.

Let us go back to the Old Testament because I really  want to make sure that there is a great deal 
of Biblical evidence for this.  It is very important that we do understand that  the “seven 
messengers” are the true believers.  Why?  It is because it  is further evidence that God is using 
His people in the Day  of Judgment to publish these things, just as Jeremiah, chapter 50, told us 
or as it  said in Revelation, chapter 10, “Thou must prophesy again.”   When the seven 
messengers are given the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, they go forth and pour them 
out upon the world.  We also learned, in Revelation 14, that when it said, “Thrust in they  sickle, 
and reap,” the true believers are the reapers and the word “thrust” is the word “send,” which is 
often used in association with sending the messenger(s).  Christ also said, in the Gospel of John, 
when speaking to His disciples, “I sent you to reap.”  

Again, and again, God is stressing the point that it is the true believers that were left in the world 
(alive and remaining on the earth in the Day of Judgment) that He will utilize to share the 
information coming forth from the Bible concerning the fact that it is Judgment Day; the door is 
shut; the lights of the Gospel are out.  As they do so, it is as though they  are pouring out the vials 
of the last plagues of God to fill up  the wrath of God.  They are accompanying Him and the 
saints are judging the world with Him as they do so.  Remember, the question was asked in 
1Corinthians 6: “Know ye not that the saints shall judge the world?”  I am sure there are people 
that still do not know that the saints are to be actively involved in the judging process with Christ 
and they are not getting involved and they are not participating in the “harvest.”  They have been 
sleeping up to this point and the Bible is clear that a son that sleeps in harvest causes shame, so it 
is certainly time for God’s true people to awaken from that sort of sleep, if they have been 
uninvolved and if they have not been participating by sharing the truths of the Bible at this time.  
The Bible would have us to do so now.

Let us read Ezekiel 44:15-18:

But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the 
children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto me, and they 
shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord JEHOVAH: They 
shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto me, and 
they shall keep my charge. And it shall come to pass, *that* when they enter in at the gates of the 
inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall come upon them, whiles 
they minister in the gates of the inner court, and within. They shall have linen bonnets upon their 
heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird *themselves* with any 
thing that causeth sweat.

The reason that  God said that the priests were to wear linen was that wearing something heavier 
might cause them to sweat and “sweat” is identified with work.  In Genesis 3, God said, “In the 
sweat of thy face thou shall eat bread.”  Priests were a picture of Christ, but also a picture of the 
true believers.  The elect are to do no work when it comes to salvation, as the work is all done by 
the Lord Jesus Christ  from the foundation of the world – the works were finished.  So the “linen” 
is also indicative of purity, holiness and of those that have done no work to deserve salvation.  



They are dependent upon the work of Christ.  All of these things are in view when we read that 
the seven messengers are “clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with 
golden girdles.”  

I just want to point out one more thing to indicate that these seven “angels” or “messengers” are 
a picture of the true believers.  It says in Revelation 17:1:
 
And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying 
unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 
many waters: 

God sent one of the “seven angels” to talk with John and show him certain visions.  Later in 
Revelation 19, it says in Revelation 19:9-10:

And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed *are* they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. And I fell at his feet to worship 
him. And he said unto me, See *thou do it* not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that 
have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

Now there is some “space” between Revelation 17:1 and these verses in Revelation 19, even 
though I am sure it is one of the seven angels that are making these statements.  I am sure of that 
because it happens again, in Revelation 21:9:

And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last 
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 

Then the vision is given throughout the rest of chapter 21 and into chapter 22.  It seems to be a 
fairly continuous stretch and then we get to Revelation 22:8-9:

And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to 
worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See 
*thou do it* not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which 
keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 

This, again, would be one of the “seven angels” that had the seven last plagues.  We wonder why 
God would have one of the “seven angels” show John some visions and then allow John to fall 
down at  the angel’s feet to worship him as though he were God and then God makes correction.  
In both cases, the angel tells him to do it not, which is different than when doubting Thomas 
exclaimed to the Lord Jesus, “My Lord and my God.”  Jesus did not rebuke Thomas and tell him 
not to worship  Him.  Instead, He responded, “Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed.”  Christ accepted that worship.  But, here, it is said, “See thou do it not: for I am thy 
fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets.”  This has to be speaking of one of the seven 
“angels” because the seven messengers are the true believers.  When we read these references to 
the “seven messengers” that are coming out of the temple, they  have the pure and white linen 
which identifies with the saints, the bride of Christ, and with the army of God’s elect that come 
with Him in the Day of Judgment.  It is very definite that these “seven messengers” are you and 
me and anyone else that has become saved and is one of God’s elect.



 


